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John Searle and Consciousness as

a Biological Phenomenon

Asst. Lect. Hayder Doshi Jassim

Abstract

As a philosophical problem started with the beginnings of human philosophy:
consciousness in our present age has returned to occupy the forefront in philosophical
research and writings; consciousness is near and far at the same time: close because we
all acknowledge that we all have it and far because we know little about. Among the
philosophers who have studied and made contributions to consciousness. worthy of
research. presentation and inspection. is the contemporary American philosopher
John R. Searle (b.19F'("). He is considered as one of the most prominent contemporary
philosophers who have restored consideration to the study of consciousness. and
he is seen as one of the most important figures who argued that it is possible to
study this aspect. Rather: he held that the philosophy of mind has become the center
of philosophy and that all kinds of questions. whether those of the philosophy of
language: epistemology: and of metaphysics now seem to be under the philosophy
of mind in its broadest sense. His contribution to this issue is worth studying. Some
referred to him as an influential contribution: clarifying the meaning of consciousness:
rather. some of his books are not only an introduction to his ideas: but an introduction
to many important topics in contemporary philosophy of mind as well as social
philosophy. Anyone interests in writing such topics will know how important what
Searle has achieved therein. He discussed the meaning of consciousness: and its
essential features; he tried to find a solution to the problem of mind and body: making
efforts to devise a presentation of the structure of consciousness: and presenting his
own vision of consciousness as a biological phenomenon. This paper is an attempt
to clarify some of these issues presented by Searle. Though it doesn’t cover all that
shaped his contribution to the philosophy of mind. it sheds light on the attempts
made by a living philosopher on a topic that still resonates in philosophical circles.

Keywords: Consciousness: Mind: Consciousness features: Subjectivity. Structure of
Consciousness: Biology of Consciousness: Introspection
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