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Epidemics and Astronomical Phenomena and Their Impact
on Baghdad during the Abbasid Era in Light of the Book
Ghayat al-Maram fi Tarikh Mahasin Baghdad Dar al-Salam
by Sheikh Yassin al-Omari (1232 AH — 1816 AD)

Ahmed Abdulrahman Jassim
University of Samarra/ College of Education
Abstract:

Throughout history, the cities and towns of the Arab-Islamic world
have been subjected to various calamities, including wars, rebellions, and
destruction. Among these setbacks, Baghdad, during the Abbasid era,
suffered particularly from natural disasters, which had a profound impact
on society. Floods, for example, severely affected the economy,
especially the agricultural sector, leading to economic problems and
crises that also impacted other sectors such as industry and trade, given
their close interdependence. Furthermore, the destruction of homes
resulted in the spread of deadly diseases and epidemics. Earthquakes and
other disasters, regardless of their type or extent, also claimed many lives,
due to their sudden occurrence and their devastating effects on the
population and public health. These disasters often exceeded the capacity
of the communities to cope, thus affecting economic activities. The
simultaneous destruction of several cities and villages by these disasters
only exacerbated the situation. The frequency of natural disasters in
Baghdad during the Abbasid era had a significant impact on public
health. It should be noted that rural areas were not spared from these
epidemics; however, the focus on cities in this study aims to highlight the
severity and widespread nature of these outbreaks. This research
examines the impact of these disasters on Baghdad, drawing on the book
"Ghayat al-Maram." The research methodology includes an introduction,
an overview, three main sections, a conclusion, and a list of sources and
references.

Keywords: Epidemics Earthquakes, Floods, Baghdad, Yassin Al-Omari
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