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Abstract;
The current research sought to identify the level of understanding
irrational thoughts among fourth-grade science students in the
intermediate stage, focusing on the differences in these thoughts
according to the students gender, whether male or female. The re-
search sample included (200} male and female students, who came
from the fourth-grade science classes affiliated with the General
Directorate of Education in Kirkuk. The researcher designed a
scale for irrational thoughts, based on previous scales such as the
Al-Saffar scale (2002), which consists of (36) items. and the Al-Ali
Beyk scale (2004), which includes (40) items, The research instru-
ment was reviewed by a group of experts, which greatly contrib-
uted to enhancing the accuracy and reliability of the results. Its
discriminatory ability was also evaluated and its reliability calcu-
lated using the test-retest method. The data was processed statis—
tically using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS),
along with a variety of other statistical tools. Through this diligent
effort, the researcher reached a set of interesting results: First, the
sample members: tendencies indicated a high level of irrational
thoughts, Second, the study did not reveal any statistically signifi—

" cant differences between miale and female middle school students

when considering the gender variable.
Keywords: irrational thoughts, middle school
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