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EFFECT OF HOST PLANT ON BIOLOGY OF COLORADO
POTATO BEETLE Leptinotarsa decemlineata SAY
(Chrysomelidae: Coleoptera)

S. A. Saleh* N. M. Al-Mallah**

ABSTRACT

Colorado potato beetle Leptinotarsa decemlineata Say was reared on
Potato and Eggplant in order to investigate the effect of host plant on the insect
biology. Results revealed that egg incubation period and egg hatching pereautage
reached 9.6, 10 days and 92.40% and 89.40% on Potato and Eggplant
respectively. Means of the four larval instars periods were 5, 3.16, 4.16 and 6.57
days when reared on Potato in comparison with 5.42, 3.14, 4.42 and 8.71 days
when reared on Eggplant. Pupil period reached 5 and 6.85 days on Potato and
Eggplant respectively. The results also indicated that the periods of prove
position, oviposit ion and positive position were shorter for females reared on
Potato than those reared on Eggplant. The mean number of egg /female, male
and female longevity and generation time were 12.33, 18.85 and 51.25 days
respectively on Potato in comparison with 30.66, 41.5 and 79.2 days respectively
on Eggplant.
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