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sis of Cultural Adaptation in Edgar Allan Poe’s
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Alrathact

Poetry represents the real challenge and difficulty for translators since it
represents the utmost use of language resources and elements.

The present paper attempts to shed light on one aspect of literary chal-
lenges for translators; namely, cultural adaptation. Adaptation in transla-
tion is a technique or a maneuver that enables translators to replace certain
untranslatable elements in the source language (SL) text by acceptable tar-
get language (TL) equivalents.

Edgar Allan Poes “Ihe Raven” is chosen here since it implies several
challenges for Arab translators. A translation of Edgar Allan Poes poem
“The Raven” into Arabic is chosen to compare and to clarify the challeng-
ing aspect of the translation of poetry: namely, cultural adaptation. “The
Raven” is a well-known American poem that includes many symbols and
complex structure and imagery.

Key words: translation of poetry, source language (SL), target language
(TL), poetic language, semantic, equivalence, cultural, adaptation, The Ra-

ven.
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Introduction

In a globalized interconnected world and life, translation is the basic tool
that help facilitating the exchange of knowledge, culture and expertise. It is
the bridge between different languages, communities and cultures; a bridge
which help individuals and communities to transcend linguistic and cultural
boundaries. Through translation, different texts can be transferred to a global
audience exposing new ideas and perspectives. However, languages do not
share the same linguistic elements, structures and features (Bassnett, 2005),
and different texts are of different types and categories. There are scientific,
literary, religious and economic (...etc.) texts. Moreover, there are divisions
and subdivisions of these categories and types representing a plethora of texts
classifications. Each type or category requires a certain approach or method
to be translated from one language into another.

Literary and poetic texts require certain translation approaches and strate-
gies which are supposed to convey not only meanings or ideas but also the
other literary and poetic components like rhyme, rhythm, figures of speech
and other literary and linguistic elements. The poetic language has certain
characteristics and elements which make it differ from other modes of lan-
guage. It employs linguistic elements and resources in a very special and
unique way. This uniqueness is what translators are supposed to attempt to
convey in the process of translating (O’Donoghue, 2019). Translating poetry
is considered the most difficult type of translation. Translators of poetry re-
quire certain skills and competence since they have to deal with certain aes-
thetic elements and devices in addition to other lexical, grammatical, cultural
and semantic problems.

A study of semantic equivalence and cultural adaptation in a translation of
Edgar Allan Poe’s poem “The Raven” into Arabic aims to achieve a deeper
understanding of the process of literary translation, particularly in relation

to translating poetry, which is characterized by its linguistic, semantic, and
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cultural complexities.

The present paper will, hopefully, be of help in the field of translation stud-
ies and comparative literature, as it will contribute to a better understanding
of how literary works are transferred between different cultures while pre-
serving their original meanings and nuances. It will also help to identify the
best practices in poetry translation, which could be beneficial for translators,

academics, and students of translation.

I.The Nature of Translation

Many definitions of translation are given by many writers and scholars at-
tempting to unveil the nature of translation. Nida defines translation as “a con-
veyance of verbal actions in one language through verbal action in another”
(Nida,1964:14). This definition indicates that translation should convey, to the
TL, all the SL textual elements included by the original text. Catford argues
that translation is “a process of conveyance of a message from one language
to another” (Catford, 1965:1). He bases his definition on the concept of natu-
ral equivalence in the process of replacing an SL text material with an equiva-
lent material in a TL text. According to Catford, the foundation of translation
is based on understanding how meaning is expressed through language as a
communication code. Newmark believes that translation is transferring of the
meaning of an SL text into the TL in “the same mode that the writer intended
the text.” (Newmark, 1987: 7). Toury (1995) and Hermans (1999) argue that
translation is impacted by several factors like cultural factors, textual factors,

phonological factors, syntactic factors and lexical factors.
I1. Translation as a Cultural Process

Translation can be approached from a certain perspective; namely, culture.
Culture, according to Newmark (1982), is “the way of life and its manifesta-
tions that are peculiar to a community that uses a particular language as its
means of expression”. Newmark’s definition indicates that language reflect

the differences of cultures. These differences represent real barriers in trans-
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lation. However, many translators and scholars believe that translation is a
culture-based process. Hermans (1999) and House (2014) assert that transla-
tion is not only a linguistic activity but also cultural. Nida and Taber think that
language and culture are very close, and contents of an SL text are changed
in order to “match the receiver culture in some mode, or in which contents,
that are not linguistically clear in original text.” (Nida and Taber, 1969: 199).

Leppihalme (1997:2) classifies culture-oriented problems into three types:
interlinguistic, extralinguistic (related to certain cultural problems), and in-
tralinguistic (including idioms, proverbs, metaphor, ...etc.). Al-Sofi confirms
that culture is “at the heart of translation.” Hence, understanding the cultural
backgrounds of both the SL text and TL text is a prerequisite in the process of
translation especially of some literary texts (Al-Sofi, 2020: 1-2). Cultural dif-
ferences in the translation process are sources of challenges which are more
difficult than linguistic challenges. Therefore, translators should employ dy-
namic equivalences so that they can convey the socio-cultural dimensions of
the SL text with its cultural expressions and concepts (Nida, 1964: 2). Good
translations are those which convey or reflect the SL text ideas, structural and
cultural features (Ghazala, 2017: 3).

Translators are supposed to be well-versed in both: SL culture and TL
culture. They should focus on cultural differences as much as they focus on
linguistic differences. What is acceptable in one culture may not be accept-
able in another culture; hence, translators should do their best in finding out

proper TL cultural equivalents that reflect the SL equivalents.

III. Is Poetry Translatable?

The nature of poetry, with its layers of meaning and linguistic precision,
its special use of language, its rhythms, rhyme schemes, its subtle intricacies
and elegant structures, makes it, often, untranslatable. It harnesses a unique
mixture of emotional, linguistic, cultural, and structural elements, entwining
together linguistic precision with cultural, historical, and personal nuances to

create its unique impact. All of these poetic elements and techniques are very
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hard or impossible to be preserved in translation especially when the SL and
TL are of “disparate grammatical structures or varying degrees of linguistic
richness”. (Lefevere, 1992:3)

Translating poetry is not only a mere transference of words and expres-
sions; it is the conveyance of deep emotions and feelings, cultural and aes-
thetic elements. Failing to convey these elements produces a TL text which
may be accurate, linguistically speaking, but lacks the poetic spirit of the
original SL text. (Ibid,4)

Translators, generally speaking, work hard to preserve the form and poetic
(aesthetic) elements of the SL poem even if it is at the expense of a direct,
literal translation of the text. (Bassnett, 2002).

Many specialists, scholars and translators believe that poetry is untranslat-
able; Robert Frost defines poetry as what gets lost in translation (Frost, 1920),
yet; translators should not feel frustrated. They are the cultural and linguistic

mediators who do their best to bridge gaps. (Lefevere, 1992:5)

IV. Challenges of Translating Poetry.

Linguistic, literary and cultural differences lead to various distortions in
the TL poem on various levels: sense, sound, structure, syntax, lexis, etc.
(Lefevere, 1975, p. 384) since intrinsic poetic features are lost in translation.
According to Kjulavkova (1989), there are three stylistic devices which char-
acterize poetry: phono-morphological, syntactic (inversion, ellipsis, asyn-
deton, polysyndeton, etc.) and semantic (metaphor, personification, allegory,
epithet, etc.). However; the problems of translation of poetry can be classified
into three types:

1. Linguistic problems: languages differ in their linguistic features and struc-
tures. Word order and syntactical structures, for example, differ from one lan-
guage into another which may cause loss of the SL text meanings since the
meaning usually depends on word order and syntactic structures. The unique
style of poetry is due to word order, inversion and the repetition of certain
words (Arsova-Nikolikj, 1999, p. 243). Hence; failure to reflect this poetic
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feature will result in the loss of both the meaning and the aesthetic value. On
the other hand, figurative language, or the metaphorical expressions that go
beyond the limitations of semantic create certain ambiguity and polysemy
which leads to many possible interpretations (Landers, 2001). Conveying
similes, metaphors, hyperbole, personification, etc., to the TL can be compli-
cate and tricky; since these techniques are often language or culture-specific.
Translators should either find tropes in the TL that reflect or convey equiva-
lent meanings or feelings, or to translate in a way that enables the TL readers
to see the same correlation between the components of the SL tropes and their
images (Creative blogger, 2016).

Moreover, linguistic deviation (often recurrent especially in modern Eng-
lish poetry) is another major obstacle in the translation of poetry; in many
poems deviation represents the core of the poetic influence which should be
preserved in the TL text. (Ben Zid & Al Belushi, 2016).

Finally, poets often choose certain lexis like archaisms or neologisms (Ar-
sova-Nikolikj, 1999, p. 243). Generally speaking, it is difficult to reproduce
these elements in the TL text which will affect the beauty and the form of the
translation (Tisgam, 2014). Poetry translators often do their best and work
hard to preserve, as much as possible, these poetic elements and features in
their TL texts.

2. Aesthetics is a real challenge for translators of poetry. The language of po-
etry is unique due to the special features and techniques employed by poets
like imagery, sound, rhythm, and rhyme, etc. Sound is a basic aesthetic ele-
ment in poetry; it is the main source effect produced by rhyme, rhythm, as-
sonance, alliteration, onomatopoeia, anaphora and epiphora, etc. These sound
features should be produced in the TL text as much as possible. However,
in translating poetry, sound aesthetics are usually sacrificed for the semantic
value (Newmark, 1981). Usually, translators find it difficult to preserve these
elements in their TL texts. There is another difficulty associated with aesthet-

ics in poetry; namely, conveying the feelings created or stirred by this aesthet-
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ics. (Tisgam, 2014).

3. Cultural Problems represent various difficulties for poetry translators. Lar-
son (1984) argues that culture and language form the integral parts of each
other; the meanings of words are associated with cultural aspects and themes.
Taking the relationship between language and culture into consideration, we
can say that the translation process is an attempt to combine two languages
and two cultures together. (Lado, 1957). Huge gaps between cultures make
translation more difficult and challenging, especially when dealing with “cul-
turally-bound words” (Hariyanto, n.d., p. 7); in the translation of poetry chal-
lenges will be more difficult since cultural elements are reflected in poetic
elements such as rhythm, rhyme, figures of speech, sound, marked language
and imagery. Poets use language in ways that invoke sympathy, powerful
emotions and images in readers’ minds and hearts making them experience
unique inspiration, emotions and feelings.

Translators should work hard to find proper equivalents of words or phras-
es that convey the cultural flavor of the SL text (Jafari & Karminia, 2015).
To do this, they need to have deep knowledge of both the SL culture and TL
culture.

Translating poetry is not only to convey “meanings” but to recreate a TL
text effect similar to the effect of the SL text.

Translating poetry requires simultaneous work on different and several
levels: literary or aesthetic, cultural, lexical, semantic, phonological and syn-
tactic (Arsova-Nikolikj, 1999). Some scholars believe that translators who
attempt to translate poetry should be poets themselves or at least should have

a real poetic sensitivity and appreciation of poetry (Landers, 2001).

V. Basic Requirements

Not all translators have the ability to translate poetry. There are some basic

requirements necessary for the translators of poetry. Bennani (2011, p.136)
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touches upon some basic requirements that enable translators to translate po-
etry like fluency in both languages: source and target; deep understanding
of both cultures and sensitivity to both texts, the SL text and TL text. The
translator of poetry is supposed to be familiar with both the SL and TL poetic
traditions, should be able to identify her/himself with the SL poet to feel the
deep worlds of the SL poem s/he deals with. The mentioned requirements will
help to broaden the horizons of the translator making her/him able to identify

the expectations and sensibilities of the poetic tradition of the target language.

VI. Approaches to Translating Poetry

There are some suggested translation approaches and methods that translators
are supposed to follow. Lefevere (1992) touches upon a number of translation
methods that include phonological translation, literal translation, rhythmic
translation, translation into prose, translation into rhymed poetry, translation
into poetry without rhyme (blank verse), and interpretive translation. Transla-
tors, in the past, used to translate poetry into rhymed poetry; in contemporary

times, however, poetry is commonly translated into prose.

Translating poetry; however, requires a creative translator with a cultural
awareness and understanding, and a deep appreciation of the SL poem. It is a
process which involves, in the first place, conveying the emotional depth of
the SL text, cultural resonance, and the original aesthetic qualities. The prior-
ity is to the emotional tone over the word-for-word translation. Translators
of poetry are not supposed to convey information or semantic equivalences,
but to reflect the unique structure of the SL poem. Each element or device
of the SL poem is written and designed in a way to create a certain effect in
the minds and hearts of readers. This effect represents the essence of poetry
that translators of poetry should keep in their TL translations. (Beare, 2014)
Hence; translation of poetry does not attempt to reproduce another “copy”
of the SL poem in the TL but it attempts to make a new creation; i.e., a new

extension of the original poem unveiling new meanings and interpretations
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making the original text accessible by the new TL audiences and cultural
context.

Cultural Problems are a further difficulty that poetry translators face. Lar-
son (1984) states that both culture and language are integral parts of each other
since the meaning cannot be transferred without taking into consideration the
cultural aspects of words. The translation process combines two languages
and two cultures together to reflect the cultural concepts in the target texts
(Lado, 1957). Before discussing cultural differences and how these differenc-
es cause difficulties for translators, the concept of culture should be discussed.
As defined by Newmark (1982), culture is “the way of life and its manifesta-
tions that are peculiar to a community that uses a particular language as its
means of expression” (as cited in Almasaeid, 2013). From the above defini-
tion of culture, it seems each language differs from all others due to its spe-
cific cultural and linguistic characteristics. Due to the huge gap between some
cultures, the translation of literary texts, especially poetry, becomes more dif-
ficult and challenging (Tisgam, 2014; Almasaeidi, 2013). Thus, translators
are challenged to find proper equivalents of words or phrases that convey the
cultural aspects of the SL texts into the target texts (Jafari & Karminia, 2015).
Additionally, translators of poetry encounter obstacles when they attempt to
translate “words or expressions that contain culturally-bound words™ (Hari-
yanto, n.d., p. 7). In translating culture-bound words and expressions, transla-
tors should follow various modes of translation: literal, transference, natural-
ization, cultural equivalents, functional equivalents, descriptive equivalents,
classifier, componential analysis, deletion, couplets, notes, addition, glosses,
reduction, and synonymy (Newmark, 1988).

Furthermore, Almasaeidi (2013) and Tisgam (2014) underscore another
problem that many translators face at the cultural level, namely; the lack of
knowledge about a particular culture during the translation. In this case, trans-
lators have to understand and experience the culture they are translating into.

However, the case will be different if the two cultures have similar concepts
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and aspects and the translators will easily translate the cultural aspects to the
target texts because both languages have equivalent terms (Jafari & Karim-
nia, 2015). In short, translating cultural expressions or terms in a poem is a se-

rious and hard task for translators because of the huge gap between cultures.
(Bassnett, 2005).

VII. Edgar Allan Poe

Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) is an American writer, poet, and literary
critic who is considered one of the most prominent figures in American and
world literature. Poe was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on January 19, 1809.
He is a pioneer of the short story, and is considered one of the early creators

of the detective story and horror genres.

Poe was greatly affected by the tragedies of his personal life; he lost his
parents at a young age and suffered from poverty and psychological disorders
throughout his life. Despite these difficulties, he made significant contribu-
tions to literature, including poems and short stories such as “The Raven”,
“The Tell-Tale Heart”, and “The Fall of the House of Usher”. (Quinn, 1941)

VIII. The Raven

“The Raven” is one of Poe’s most famous poems; it is a narrative poem
which was first published in “The American Review” in February 1845. This
poem is distinguished by its unique and distinctive style, and its deep themes
that reflect the dark sides of the human soul. It tells the story of a sad man sit-
ting alone on a cold winter night, lost in thought about the loss of his beloved
“Lenore”. As he drowns in his memories and sadness, he hears a knock on
his door and then on his window. When he opens the window, a huge black
raven enters and stands on a statue of the head of “Pallas”, the Greek god of
wisdom, above his door. The man begins to talk to the raven, who answers all
his questions with just one word: “Nevermore”. As the dialogue develops, it

becomes clear that the man is searching for answers about his fate and that of
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his beloved, but the raven keeps repeating the same answer, which drives the
man towards madness and despair (Flashcard Machine, n.d.).

“The Raven” is one of the most prominent poems in the world history of
literature. It represents a new mode of poetry and unveils the creative poten-
tials of Edgar Allan Poe. This poem goes beyond time and place to influence
literature and culture due to the special use of rhythm and rhyme, and the
unprecedented employment of symbols. (LitCharts, n.d.)

The poem is a dialogue between the narrator and the raven; the dialogue
expresses the feelings of sadness and loss through reflected by the word “nev-
er” which creates a dark and symbolic atmospheres.

However, Poe’s poems, in addition to their distinguished style, are gener-
ally characterized by several features which are reflected by “The Raven”.

These features are:

1. Dark atmosphere: generally speaking, there are dark and sad atmospheres
that permeate Poe’s poems. Readers of Poe’ poetry always find that there is
a sense of loss, death, and madness. This tragic character can be clearly felt
in “The Raven” which expresses the poet’s sadness because of the loss of his
beloved “Lenore.” This loss is a symbol of death and fate.

2. Symbols: symbolism is a basic feature of Poe’s poetry which makes it open
to many interpretations. Readers of Poe’s poems should go deeply beyond the
simple the surface to detect the ideas and themes of lost love, death, and the
search for truth. In “The Raven”, the raven, for example, is a symbol of death
and sadness.

3. Inner music: Poe creates an inner music in his poems by using rhythm and
rhyme in a special. His inner music intensifies the emotional charge of the
poem. In “The Raven”, a complex poetic structure is used with the musical
repetition of the word “nevermore” which creates feeling of despair and fear.
4. Supernatural elements: supernatural elements are employed by Poe to cre-
ate an atmosphere of dread and mystery. Some elements like ghosts and the
grotesque often reflect the inner struggles of Poe’s characters. To create at-

mospheres of suspense and mystery in “The Raven,” the raven repeats only
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one word, which makes readers ask about the part played by the raven in the
poem: is it a symbol of madness or a supernatural element.

5. Open Ending: the endings of Poe’s poems are often left open to multiple in-
terpretations, which enhances the complexity of the literary work and makes
the reader ponder the underlying messages. At the end of “The Raven,” Poe
leaves the reader wondering whether the poet has completely lost his mind or

is accepting his tragic fate. (Freimark, 2020) (Poetry Foundation, n.d.)

IX. Analysis of Symbols in The Raven

Edgar Allan Poe’s poem “The Raven” is rich in symbols that enhance its
depth and impact. These symbols help convey complex emotions and dark
ideas centered around grief, loss, and madness. Here is an analysis of the most
important symbols in the poem:

1. The Raven: the raven is a major symbol in the poem; a black bird tradition-
ally associated with death and evil. It represents inescapable despair and eter-
nal grief. Whenever the narrator asks the raven about the possibility of getting
rid of his grief or meeting his late lover “Lenore”, the raven answers with one
word: “Nevermore”. The raven keeps repeating this word which enhances the
narrator’s despair and frustration. The raven and its repeated answer symbol-
ize inevitable destiny which cannot be changed.

2. Lenore: Lenore is the name of the woman whom the narrator loves. She
is his unattainable love; he is longing for her remembering her with sadness.
Lenore in the poem represents a symbol of lost love and beauty that no longer
exists. Her loss symbolizes the emotional gap and emptiness that the narrator
lives in reflecting the lost hope and regret that dominates his life. The repeti-
tion of her name enhances the narrator’s feeling of isolation and longing.

3. The word “Nevermore”: this word becomes a symbol of inevitable fate,
which is the idea that permeates the entire poem. The word is used to em-
phasize that there is no hope of seeing Lenore again or being rid of grief. It
represents the final answer to all the existential questions the narrator asks,

pushing him toward a grim acceptance of his fate.
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4. Bust of Pallas: the presence of the raven on the statue of Pallas, the goddess
of wisdom in Greek mythology, symbolizes the clash of reason and wisdom
with madness and despair. The narrator tries to use logic and reason (repre-
sented by Pallas) to understand his situation, the raven (symbol of despair) re-
mains in place, indicating that negative emotions dominate reason and logic.
This contradiction reflects the narrator’s internal struggle between hope and
despair.

5. Night and Storm: the poem takes place in the night setting and the winter
storm. The night symbolizes inner darkness and ignorance, while the storm
represents the psychological chaos that the narrator lives in. This setting re-
flects the narrator’s troubled mental state, as he faces feelings of fear and
isolation in the darkest moments of the night.

6. Dark Room: the room, where the narrator sits alone, symbolizes the narra-
tor’s inner isolation and the gloomy state of mind he is going through. It is a
closed space that reflects his psychological imprisonment, where memories of
the past and his dark thoughts besiege him with no escape.

7. The Window: the raven, bringing with it fear, a sense of inevitable fate and
darkness, enters the room through the window. The window here may stand
as a symbol of two worlds: the narrator’s dark inner world and mysterious
outside world.

8. Embers: the embers in the poem symbolize the extinguished and fading life
and hope. The embers, in the poem, give a dim light in the room. The falling
light of the embers represent the weak hope felt by the narrator who feels
darkness surrounding him. (Smith & Doe, 2025).

X. Semantic equivalence, Cultural Adaptation and the transla-
tion of “The Raven”.

The concept of semantic equivalence refers to the words and phrases that
keep or reflect, in the TL text, the original meanings of the SL text. Feel-
ings, tone, abstract ideas and symbols connected with the original words and
phrases should be also conveyed faithfully to the TL text. Poets, usually, do

not intend to express meanings or ideas but they more often attempt to reveal
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certain experiences: psychological and emotional. In dealing with a poem
like “The Raven,” preserving or conveying semantic equivalence represents
a real difficulty. Various and multiple connotations and cultural symbols are
associated with a poem which requires a high level of creativity in the process
of translation.

Cultural adaptation in translation is the process of modifying or adapting a
translated text so that it is more appropriate and understandable to the target
language audience by taking into account the cultural differences between
the original text and the new audience. Cultural adaptation aims to convey
not only the linguistic meaning of the text, but also the cultural context, sym-
bols, and values that may be associated with the original culture in a way that
makes them understandable and appreciated by a different audience. (Issa,
2024)

In “The Raven,” some symbols and ideas are strongly associated with
American culture or Western literary traditions. The translator must decide
how to deal with these elements: should he leave them as they are, which may
result in losing part of their original meaning? Or should s/he modify them
to suit the culture of the target audience, which may result in a change in the

original poetic text?

XI. 1- Types of Semantic Equivalence

Semantic equivalence is a central translational concept since it represents
the core of the translation process. An accurate effective translation of literary
texts cannot be concluded without a deep understanding of semantic equiva-
lence and its types. Besides, a full understanding of both the SL and the TL
the cultures involved is a prerequisite to achieve a faithful and acceptable
translation. On the other hand, the translator of poetry should be creative and
able to reflects the original atmospheres and spirit of the original text.

There are many types of semantic equivalence and each type is associated
with different aspects of meaning:

1-Lexical Equivalence.
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Lexical equivalence indicates the dictionary or the individual vocabulary
and the way of its translation. It is related to the identical meanings of words
or phrases in the SL and TL. However, not every SL word or phrase may have
direct equivalents in the TL. TL text words and phrases must be chosen in a
way that carry the same meanings of the SL text as accurately as possible.

2- Syntactic Equivalence.

This type of equivalence, which refers to the grammatical structures match-
ing between sentences in the two languages, aims to preserve the grammatical
and linguistic structures of the SL text.

3-Stylistic Equivalence.

This type of equivalence is associated with the SL literary style; it refers to
artistic expressions, rhythm, rhyme and the aesthetic effect of the original text
and how to preserve or reproduce it in the TL text. Maintaining the literary
style of the SL text in the TL text makes translators, in general, move away
from literal translation using creative elements or techniques to reproduce or
reflect the same effect of the SL.

4. Semantic Equivalence.

This type of equivalence is related to the meaning which must be faith-
fully conveyed from the SL text to the TL text. The TL must express the same
meanings and effects expressed by the SL text. Translators are required to
take into their consideration the connotative as well as the denotative mean-
ings of words and phrases.

5. Cultural Equivalence.

This type of equivalence is related to the cultural elements in the SL text
which should be translated into the TL text within an acceptable cultural
framework. This type aims to convey cultural meanings in a way that main-
tains understanding and cultural context. Translators often need to change,
modify or interpret cultural elements to preserve the cultural flavor of the SL
text and to be acceptable with the TL cultural context. (Tulaboyeva & Gaffo-
rov, 2024) (Mansoor, 2023)
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XI. 2- Maintaining Semantic Equivalence and Cultural Adap-
tation in the Translation of Poetry

Linguistic and cultural differences between the SL and TL mean various
challenges and barriers. Moreover, the literary style and psychological impact
of the original text are further challenges in the translation of literary and
poetic texts. To handle these barriers and challenges, translators of poetry
and literature, in general, are supposed to be well-versed and highly skillful
in both: the SL, original culture, and TL target culture. Besides, they are also
supposed to be of high level of creativity and flexibility that enable them to
reconcile all the linguistic, literary and cultural elements. This reconciliation
achieves an expressive and accurate translation that maintains the essence of
the SL text. The process of translation here is a balancing act between two
texts, two languages and two cultures, which requires creative and analytical
skills to ensure that the SL text is reproduced accurately and effectively.

Cultural Adaptation will be more difficult and challenging when the origi-
nal culture and target culture are hugely different. The differences among cul-
tures are numerous and multiple; they may include cultural values, beliefs,
traditions, symbols and customs that may have different meanings from one

culture to another and from one community to another. (Ibid)

XI1I. “The Raven” and its Translation

To make an effective comparison between different translations of Edgar
Allan Poe’s poem “The Raven,” several aspects can be considered, includ-
ing rhythm, rhyme, and semantics. For symbolism, and cultural adaptation, a

translation into Arabic achieved by a poet is handled here.

“The Raven”
Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore—
While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,

As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door.
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“’Tis some visitor,” I muttered, “tapping at my chamber door—

Only this and nothing more.”

Ah, distinctly I remember it was in the bleak December;

And each separate dying ember wrought its ghost upon the floor.
Eagerly I wished the morrow; —vainly I had sought to borrow
From my books surcease of sorrow—sorrow for the lost Lenore—
For the rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore—

Nameless here for evermore.

And the silken, sad, uncertain rustling of each purple curtain
Thrilled me—filled me with fantastic terrors never felt before;
So that now, to still the beating of my heart, I stood repeating
“’Tis some visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door—
Some late visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door; —

This it is and nothing more.”

Presently my soul grew stronger; hesitating then no longer,

“Sir,” said I, “or Madam, truly your forgiveness I implore;

But the fact is I was napping, and so gently you came rapping,

And so faintly you came tapping, tapping at my chamber door,

That I scarce was sure [ heard you”—here I opened wide the door; —
Darkness there and nothing more.

Deep into that darkness peering, long I stood there wondering, fearing,
Doubting, dreaming dreams no mortal ever dared to dream before;
But the silence was unbroken, and the stillness gave no token,

And the only word there spoken was the whispered word, “Lenore?”
This I whispered, and an echo murmured back the word, “Lenore!”—

Merely this and nothing more.
Back into the chamber turning, all my soul within me burning,

Soon again I heard a tapping somewhat louder than before.

“Surely,” said I, “surely that is something at my window lattice;
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Let me see, then, what thereat is, and this mystery explore—
Let my heart be still a moment and this mystery explore; —

"Tis the wind and nothing more!”

Open here I flung the shutter, when, with many a flirt and flutter,

In there stepped a stately Raven of the saintly days of yore;

Not the least obeisance made he; not a minute stopped or stayed he;
But, with mien of lord or lady, perched above my chamber door—
Perched upon a bust of Pallas just above my chamber door—

Perched, and sat, and nothing more.

Then this ebony bird beguiling my sad fancy into smiling,

By the grave and stern decorum of the countenance it wore,

“Though thy crest be shorn and shaven, thou,” I said, “art sure no craven,
Ghastly grim and ancient Raven wandering from the Nightly shore—
Tell me what thy lordly name is on the Night’s Plutonian shore!”

Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.”

Much I marvelled this ungainly fowl to hear discourse so plainly,
Though its answer little meaning—Ilittle relevancy bore;

For we cannot help agreeing that no living human being

Ever yet was blessed with seeing bird above his chamber door—
Bird or beast upon the sculptured bust above his chamber door,

With such name as “Nevermore.”

But the Raven, sitting lonely on the placid bust, spoke only

That one word, as if his soul in that one word he did outpour.

Nothing farther then he uttered—mnot a feather then he fluttered—

Till I scarcely more than muttered “Other friends have flown before—
On the morrow he will leave me, as my Hopes have flown before.”

Then the bird said “Nevermore.”
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Startled at the stillness broken by reply so aptly spoken,
“Doubtless,” said I, “what it utters is its only stock and store
Caught from some unhappy master whom unmerciful Disaster
Followed fast and followed faster till his songs one burden bore—
Till the dirges of his Hope that melancholy burden bore

Of ‘Never—nevermore’.”

But the Raven still beguiling all my fancy into smiling,

Straight [ wheeled a cushioned seat in front of bird, and bust and door;
Then, upon the velvet sinking, I betook myself to linking

Fancy unto fancy, thinking what this ominous bird of yore—

What this grim, ungainly, ghastly, gaunt, and ominous bird of yore

Meant in croaking “Nevermore.”

This I sat engaged in guessing, but no syllable expressing

To the fowl whose fiery eyes now burned into my bosom’s core;
This and more I sat divining, with my head at ease reclining

On the cushion’s velvet lining that the lamp-light gloated o’er,
But whose velvet-violet lining with the lamp-light gloating o’er,

She shall press, ah, nevermore!

Then, methought, the air grew denser, perfumed from an unseen censer

Swung by Seraphim whose foot-falls tinkled on the tufted floor.

“Wretch,” I cried, “thy God hath lent thee—by these angels he hath sent
thee

Respite—respite and nepenthe from thy memories of Lenore;

Quaft, oh quaff this kind nepenthe and forget this lost Lenore!”

Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.”
“Prophet!” said I, “thing of evil! —prophet still, if bird or devil! —

Whether Tempter sent, or whether tempest tossed thee here ashore,

Desolate yet all undaunted, on this desert land enchanted—
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On this home by Horror haunted—tell me truly, [ implore—
Is there—is there balm in Gilead? —tell me—tell me, I implore!”

Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.”

“Prophet!” said I, “thing of evil! —prophet still, if bird or devil!
By that Heaven that bends above us—by that God we both adore—
Tell this soul with sorrow laden if, within the distant Aidenn,

It shall clasp a sainted maiden whom the angels name Lenore—
Clasp a rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore.”

Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.”

“Be that word our sign of parting, bird or fiend!” I shrieked, upstarting—
“Get thee back into the tempest and the Night’s Plutonian shore!

Leave no black plume as a token of that lie thy soul hath spoken!

Leave my loneliness unbroken! —quit the bust above my door!

Take thy beak from out my heart, and take thy form from off my door!”

Quoth the Raven “Nevermore.”

And the Raven, never flitting, still is sitting, still is sitting

On the pallid bust of Pallas just above my chamber door;

And his eyes have all the seeming of a demon’s that is dreaming,

And the lamp-light o’er him streaming throws his shadow on the floor;

And my soul from out that shadow that lies floating on the floor

Shall be lifted—nevermore!

(Poe, 2025)

“The Raven” has been translated into Arabic by many translators; howev-
er, the translation of Hosni Al-Tuhami is chosen for three reasons. Firstly, the
translation is faithful and it has succeeded in preserving the poetic features of
the original poem. Secondly, it is the latest translation of the poem into Ara-
bic. Thirdly, the translator is a poet, writer and translator who is specialized
in English literature and has won many prizes for poetry, stories and literary

translation. (Poets Gate, n.d.).
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(Social Science Research Council — Arab World, n.d.)

This translation of The Raven, achieved by Hosni Al-Tuhami, reflects a
nuanced approach to cultural adaptation by preserving the gothic atmosphere
of the original poem integrating elements resonant with Arabic literary aes-
thetics. The translation reproduces the SL poem’s melancholic thythm and
imagery, yet the translator conveys certain cultural references by employing
equivalent TL expressions to bridge the gap between Poe’s gloomy Ameri-
can imagery and the Arabic literary and cultural context. For example, the
translator selects elevated classical Arabic expressions that evoke a similar
emotional and aesthetic effect for Arab readers. The use of phrases such as
“ 3380 g —3 Y s & ,l» (“’Tis the wind and nothing more™) preserves the poem’s
original flavor and mood of suspense and dread. He also employs a rthythm
and diction that more in line with Arabic poetic conventions. References to
“Seraphim” and “Aidenn” are conveyed in spiritually resonant terms that are
in harmony with Islamic and Arab-Christian eschatology, reflecting the super-
natural elements and maintaining their effect and mystique without alienating
the target audience. This translation strategy, which balances fidelity with po-
etic and cultural resonance, enables the Arabic version to preserve the essence
of Poe’s vision while speaking authentically to its new linguistic and cultural

environment.
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XII.1- The Investigation of the Cultural Adaptation in the Translation.
XII.1-1 Mythological Names and Symbols.

Item SL (Original) The Adaptation
Expressions Translation
Pallas Perched upon a Juad e It was not adapted; the
bust of Pallas oL name is transferred as it
is. It may be unfamiliar
to Arabic readers, which
places a cultural burden
on them. The translation
here is more «faithful> than
adaptive.
Plutonian | Night’s Plutonian {aldd) The image is adapted to
shore shore adzall become clearer in Arabic.
«Plutoniany refers to the
god of the underworld, but
the translator has chosen the
Arab word (=), which
is more accessible to Arab
readers in general.
Aidenn Distant Aidenn Sl A faithful and adapted
O translation.
Nepenthe Nepenthe /s sb S | This is an acceptable
from thy Odl) 4 ja | cultural adaptation which is
memories performed by transforming

a mythical drink into a
concept that is popularly
understood by Arab
readers.
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XI1.1-2 Imagery and Emotions

The SL Text Expressions

The Translation

Adaptation

And the silken, sad,
uncertain rustling of

each purple curtain

Ciga el B B &y
L5 sa ) Bl

the adaptation is achieved
by giving the rustling a
direct emotional impact
(«it filled my heart with
terror»), which suits the

Arab sensibility

fiery eyes... burned

into my bosom’s core

sk Ll oliiia il U

The translation preserved
the meaning and the fiery
imagery; it is a creative and

culturally adapted rendering

“Once upon a
midnight dreary,
while I pondered,

weak and weary”

G Lad A ALd Q)

mﬁ¢@m‘. i

“iyuie” ) “dreary” das s
Al ikl gl a6
oasal “miualiy ocpall
Ugaall @i¥pondered”
ALEL) ALl

“From my books
surcease of sorrow—
sorrow for the lost

Lenore”

i) 8 e ol Uie
G ol - gl 3,6
S Baadll

(S (8 by Alaal) g gl o

M\ &ubﬂ «S*&ﬂ\» :ﬁhb\ éA

ol pa LBES LSS ghay Lo cdibalal)
Q5 e

“Tell me what thy
lordly name is on the
Night’s Plutonian

shore!”

¢k o) La () OB

»& AY) “Plutonian” <iis a3
(A £Y) ) (B igall 4l) )
oSy Laa e dblien Ldladulg

w o) Flad) g LA 5 4ia dap) 94

“Quoth the Raven:

‘Nevermore’”

oy gl Al Al

”O'\J\

aal) 3ardNevermore»

“OV ol Ll Al
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L gl U (uSay Laa cdalid JB
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“And the Raven,
never flitting, still is

sitting”

XII. 1-3 Rhythm and Repetition

The SL poem employs repetition as a rhythmical or musical technique, as
in the following examples:

“Tapping at my chamber door—Only this and nothing more.”
“This it is and nothing more.”

The translator gave an adaptable translation by retaining the rhythmic and

repetitive patterns, mirroring the soul of the original expression:

(():."\Si céY}\&ﬁé_g‘)ﬁ u_zbé)s:\”
€SS e 5 Y 5 dld gy

“nevermore”: this is the key element of the whole poem. The translator
translated it into Arabic as: “O¥) 2 ol which is a faithful translation; yet, it
may not reflect hopelessness that is indicted by the original expression “nev-
ermore”.

In general, the translation demonstrates a good balance between fidelity to
the original text, and adaptation to the Arab reader’s culture. The translator
has successfully preserved the gloomy and symbolic atmosphere of the SL
text. Besides, the symbols have been translated in a culturally accessible man-
ner. Finally, the translator has used poetic and musical Arabic language that

reflects the flavor of the original language of the SL poem.
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Conclusion

The translation of Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven” into Arabic is a good
example of handling cultural adaptation in translating poetry. The translation
reflects a good balance between faithfulness to the SL poem and the cultural
background of Arab readers.

The translator successfully rendered the original mythological symbols
into more culturally acceptable equivalence. For example, the word “Plu-
tonian”, the Roman god of the underworld, is translated as “aizall ¢ Jal Gl »
which is a metaphor that more acceptable by the Arab cultural environment.
Another example is “Nepenthe,” the mythical drink of forgetfulness, is ren-
dered as “c sl WS or “Cloudll 4 5a > which is not a literal translation but it
reflects the psychological function of the symbol.

As far as the musical structure is concerned, the translator has successfully
handled the repetition of the word “Nevermore,” which is a basic ground of
the poem»s thythm and meaning. It has been rendered as “C¥) 2 o« which,
in Arabic, reflects a tone of negation and repetition, although the SL phrase
“nevermore” indicates a higher layer of ambiguity and finality. However, the
translator has been able to maintain the poem’s rhythm by using short, repeti-
tive phrases creating a sort of a sad tone with an internal musicality.

The approach adopted in the translation of “The Raven” preserve a good
balance between literal and interpretive translation, which embodies a suc-
cessful cultural adaptation. The translator has shown a high level of flexibility
in rendering the religious and mythological without moving away from the
horizon of the poem. The repeated words and phrases in the SL text (such as
“Nothing more” and “Nevermore”) are reproduced in the TL text with equiv-
alent structures that convey a similar rhythmic and symbolic effect.

Moreover, the TL text reflects an awareness of differences in religious and
cultural backgrounds: some elements were translated literally, such as “the
bust of Pallas”, others were adapted for clarity, as in “Aidenn,” which is ren-
dered as “(ae Clia”

The translator has succeeded in achieving a good translation through creat-
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ing a good balance between a creative faithfulness to the SL text and cultural
adaptation. Hence, the translation effectively reflects the spirit of the SL poem
without the distortion of its aesthetic or symbolic impact.

A comparison between the original text and its translation into Arabic
helps us to underscore the cultural adaptation strategies which have helped
the translator to keep a balance between the poem’s original sad and mysteri-
ous atmospheres and the cultural background of the TL text reader’s emo-
tional and symbolic sensibilities. Literary translation, especially of poetry,
is not related to rendering meaning; it is concerned with human experiences,
cultures, feelings, emotions, expectations and concepts.

Finally, translation is the only bridge between literary traditions; it enables
cross-cultural understanding and appreciation, which does not only transfer

texts but it recreates experience.
References:

Al-Qurashi, A. (2004). Problems of Sight Translation (Doctoral disserta-
tion, Yarmouk University). Irbid, Jordan: Yarmouk University.

Bassnett, S. (2002). Translation Studies (3rd ed.). London: Routledge.
Bassnett, S. (2005). Comparative Literature: A Criti-
cal Introduction. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing.
Beare, K. (2014). Introduction to poetic devices for ESL class-
es. About.com. http://esl.about.com/cs/reading/a/blpoetry.htm
Benjamin, W.(1996).Selected Writings: Volume 1,1913-1926(M.Bullock & M.
W.Jennings, Eds.). Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.
Ben Zid, M., & Al Belushi, A. (2016). The untrodden way: Unexplored chal-
lenges in poetry translation. English Language and Literature Studies, 6(4),
51-60. https://doi.org/10.5539/ells.vondp51

Bennani, B. (1981). Translating Arabic poetry: An interpretative, intertex-
tual approach. In G. M. Rose (Ed.), Translation Spectrum: Essays in Theory
and Practice (pp. 135-140). Albany, NY: State University of New York Press.
Bugpapaj, E. (2023). Is Poetry translatable? European Academ-

ic  Research, 11(4). Retrieved from https://www.euacademic.org

£0 /aa=ll i&a;)ﬂ‘}‘\.g)zﬂ\uu\)ﬂ\ YA



Catford, J. C. (1965). A linguistic Theo-
ry of  Translation. London: Oxford University Press.
Fatmawati, R. D. (2009). Symbolism in Edgar Allen Poe’s The Ra-
ven [Unpublished undergraduate thesis]. Muhammadiyah Univer-
sity of Surakarta. https://eprints.ums.ac.id/7819/2/A320050192.PDF
Flashcard Machine. (n.d.). Create, study and share online flash cards.
Retrieved July 9, 2025, from https://www.flashcardmachine.com/
Freimark,A.(2020). EdgarAllanPoe(1809—-1849).ResearchGate. https://www.
researchgate.net/publication/339241502 Edgar Allan Poe 1809-1849
Ghazala, H. (2017). A textbook of translation as problems and so-
lutions (Arabic-English): A contrastive linguistic approach. Re-
trieved from https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309286071
Hariyanto, S. (n.d.). Problems in translating poetry. Translation Diction-
ary. Retrieved from http://www.translationdirectory.com/article640.htm
Hermans, T. (1999). Translation in Systems: Descriptive and System-
oriented Approaches Explained. Manchester: St. Jerome Publishing.
House, J. (Ed.). (2014). Translation: A Multidisci-
plinary Approach. London: Palgrave Macmillan.
Issa, O. A. (2024, September). Cultural adaptation in literary transla-
tion: A comparative study of translated novels [Unpublished manuscript].
ResearchGate. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/385077193
Jafari, Z., & Karimnia, A. (2015). A survey of poet-
ry translation according to Antoine Berman. Journal of Ap-
plied  Linguistics and  Language  Research, 2(2), 54-65.
Jafari, Z., & Karimnia, A. (2015). A survey of poetry translation ac-
cording to Antoine Berman’s (1985) text deformation system: A case
study of English translation of Book II of Mathnavi Manavi. Jour-
nal of Applied Linguistics and Language Research, 2(2), 55-65.
Jones, F. R. (2011). The translation of poetry. In K. Malmkjer & K.
Windle (Eds.), The Oxford handbook of translation studies (pp. 123—
131). Oxford: Oxford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/oxford-
hb/9780199239306.013.0013

YA “SemanticEquivalenceinTranslation:AnalysisofCulturalAdaptationinEdgarAllanPoe’s" TheRaven



Khalifa, A. (n.d.). Translation Studies: Some problematic aspects of Ara-
bic poetry translation. International Journal of Sciences, 19(1), 314-324.
Kjulavkova, K. (1989). Odliki na lirikata. Skopje: Nasha Kniga.
Lado, R. (1957). Linguistics Across Cultures: Applied Linguistics for
Language Teachers. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press.
Landers, C. E. (2001). Literary  Translation: A  Prac-
tical Guide. Clevedon, UK: Multilingual Matters.
Larson, M. L. (1984). Meaning-based Translation: A Guide to Cross-
language Equivalence. Lanham, MD: University Press of America.
Lefevere, A. (1975). The translation of poetry: Some observa-
tions and a model. Comparative Literature Studies, 12(4), 384-392.
Lefevere, A. (1992). Translation, Rewriting, and the Manipulation of Literary
Fame. London: Routledge.

Leppihalme, R. (1997). Cultural Bumps: An Empirical Approach
to the Translation of Allusions. Clevedon: Multilingual Matters Ltd.
Mansoor, K. R. (2023). The investigating of the semantic and syn-
tactic equivalence in the translation process of literary texts [Doctor-
al thesis, AlMustansiriyah University, Iraq]. ResearchGate. Retrieved
July 2025, from https://www.researchgate.net/publication/378240921
Newmark, P. (1982). Approaches to Translation. Oxford: Pergamon Press Ltd.
Newmark,P.(1987).ATextbookofTranslation. HemelHempstead: Prentice Hall.
Nida, E. A. (1964). Toward a Science of Translating: With Special Reference
to Principles and Procedures Involved in Bible Translating. Leiden: Brill.
Nida, E. A, &  Taber, C. R. (1969). The  The-
ory and Practice ofTtranslation. Leiden: Brill.
O’Don.

O’Donoghue, B. (2019). The Language of Poetry and its Particular De-
vices. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Poe, E. A. (n.d.). The raven. Poetry Foundation. https://www.poetryfoun-
dation.org/poems/48860/the-raven

Poetry Foundation. (n.d.). Poetry magazine. Retrieved July 14, 2025, from

£0 /aaall dgan il 5 Ay salll bl Sy gy



https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/

Poets Gate. (n.d.). *Poets Gate*. https://poetsgate.com/index.php.

Quinn, A. H. (1941). Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography. New York: D.
Appleton-Century.

Smith, J. A., & Doe, R. L. (2025). Environmental impacts of urban runoff
in arid regions. International Journal of Environmental Health, 7(1), 12-25.
https://doi.org/10.54097/ijeh.v7i1.4923

Social Science Research Council — Arab World. (n.d.). *Social Science
Research Council — Arab World*. https://www.ssrcaw.org/

The Evolution of Translation from Past to Present. (2024, September 24).
Prestige Network. Retrieved from https://www.prestigenetwork.com/insights/
the-evolution-of-translation-from-past-to-present/

Tisgam, K. H. (2014). Translating poetry: Possibility or impossibility?
Journal of the College of Education for Women, 25(2), 511-524. Retrieved
from https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/1680-8738

Toury, G. (1995). Descriptive Translation Studies and Beyond. Amsterdam
& Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

Tulaboyeva, G. T., & Gafforov, S. (2024). Semantic equivalence and its
importance in translation. Tashkent State Transport University. https://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.15568083.

Zejnilovi¢, L. (2013, January). Prevodenje pravnih tekstova — teorija i
praksa [Conference paper]. In Translation & Interpreting as Intercultural Me-

diation, Institute of Foreign Languages, University of Montenegro

YAY “SemanticEquivalenceinTranslation:AnalysisofCulturalAdaptationinEdgarAllanPoe’s" TheRaven



