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Judicial and Legislative Transformations in the Approach to Interpretation of Contract
in English and French law

Asst.Prof. Kadam Kareem Ali
General Secretariat of the Council of Ministers/ Legal Department

Abstract

English law, through the Supreme Court's decisions in Rainy Sky SA v Kookmin Bank, Arnold v
Britton, and Wood v Capita Insurance Services Ltd, and contrary to the opinions of some judges,
advisors, and jurists, has not deviated from Judge Hoffmann's modern objective approach to
interpretation of contract. In contrast, French civil law, through the 2016 legislative reform of the
Civil Code, has taken a step toward convergence with English law in this regard by adopting an

objective approach alongside the subjective approach to interpretation of contract.

Keywords: Interpretation of contract, objective approach, subjective approach, common intention
of parties, reasonable person.
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