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Satellite nationality in terms of the country of manufacture, launcher, and beneficiary, and the
provisions of Iragi law
Mr. Imad Abdul Jalil Radhi
University of Karbala - College of Law

Abstract

Determining the nationality of satellites is a modern and complex legal issue imposed by the rapid development of
outer space. Several parties are involved in the manufacture, launch, and operation of a satellite, raising the question of
determining the legal nationality of this space object. According to Iragi law, and in light of the international obligations
adopted by Irag, such as the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, the nationality of a satellite is determined by several key
considerations, including the country of manufacture, the country of launch, and the recipient or owner state. Regarding the
country of manufacture, the mere manufacture of a satellite in a particular country is not sufficient to confer its nationality.
Manufacturing is a technical aspect that does not create a full legal link between the satellite and the manufacturing state,
unless it is coupled with direct ownership or clear legal arrangements proving that the manufacturing state retains the rights to
control and supervise the satellite. The launch country, however, is a more influential factor in determining nationality. Under
the rules of international law and space law, including those reflected in Iragi legislation, the state that launches a satellite or
permits a launch from its territory bears international responsibility for space activities, including legal oversight and
compensation for damages. Therefore, the launch country is a strong indicator of a satellite's actual nationality, especially if the
launch is linked to state ownership or management. Regarding the beneficiary or owner, Iraq relies on the principle of effective
control and legal ownership to determine a satellite’s nationality. If the Iragi state is the ultimate beneficiary or owner of the
satellite or the data and services generated by it, Iragi law allows this satellite to be considered part of the state's assets,
indirectly granting it "Iraqi nationality" and subjecting it to its legal sovereignty in accordance with the provisions of the Iraqi
Space Regulations.

Keywords: Nationality, The manufactured country, satellite, beneficiary country, Satellite launching country, Iragi law.
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H.R.2262 - U.S. Commercial Space Launch Competitiveness Actl14th Congress (2015-2016), [ 15]
https: //www.congress.gov/bill/114th—congress/house-bill 2262 .

[ 16 ]The Federal Aviation Administration is a U.S. federal government agency within the U.S. Department of
Transportation that regulates civil aviation in the United States and surrounding international waters.
https://www.faa.gov/

2025 /4/15 3L &0

[ 17 https://www.nasa.gov/

2025 [4/16 530 &l

[18]Telecommunication Act of 1996 (Public Law 104, 110 Stat. 56),
https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/ar/legislation/details/14807
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[19]Regu|ations & Policies Introducing the Dynamic Regulatory System (DRS), DRS is a
comprehensive knowledge center that combines more than 52 aviation safety guidance document types,
found in a dozen or more different repositories, into a single searchable application. It includes all
information found in the Flight Standards Information System and the agency's Regulatory Guidance

System. https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies
2025 /4/19 13 LY &8
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