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Mitigating the punitive function of compensation (Study in american law)
Pro. Dr. Mohammed jaafar hadi Dr. Abbas suhail al-khalidi
College of law/ university of babylon College of law/ university of babylon
Summary

It is well known that punitive damages represent a unique feature of the Anglo-American legal system,
demonstrating a significant expansion in the scope and classification of damages. Originally,
compensation was the only remedy available to the courts. Later, the judiciary established categories of
financial penalties that served objectives entirely different from those of corrective damages, including
punitive damages. However, this type of compensation remains an exception to the general rule that
compensation is corrective and therapeutic in nature, not punitive. Furthermore, although punitive
damages are often characterized by excessive assessments, which makes them subject to skepticism and
suspicion, especially in systems that do not adopt them, this characteristic has begun to diminish after
several attempts were made to curb excessive assessments.

Keywords: punitive damages, fault lucrative, juries, court discretion, civil liability functions,maximum
compensation
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