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Abstract:
This study examines the sensory imagery in the poetry of Adi ibn
Rabi’a al-Taghlibi, known as Al-Muhalhal, a prominent pre—Islamic
poet renowned for his emotionally charged poetry centered on grief,
heroism, and vengeance. The research aims to explore the nature,
mechanisms, and types of sensory imagery (simile, metaphor, me—
tonymy, composite imagery, and symbolism) in his work, analyz—
ing their aesthetic and semantic functions. Employing a descriptive—
analytical approach, the study highlights how the five senses (sight,
hearing, touch, smell, and taste) are utilized to embody loss and tribal
conflict, with a focus on their manifestations in Al-Muhalhal’s elegies
and vengeful poetry. The findings demonstrate that sensory imagery
transcends mere rhetorical ornamentation, serving as an artistic struc—
ture that recreates reality, documents Taghlibi identity, and intensifies
emotional resonance. The study contributes to the critical discourse
on pre-Islamic poetry, offering a contemporary perspective on the
aesthetics of sensory expression.

Keywords: Sensory imagery, Adi ibn Rabi’a, Al-Muhalhal, pre-Is—
lamic poetry, senses, elegy, vengeance, tribal identity, Arabic rhetoric,
stylistic criticism.
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