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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the state of Iraqi journalism in the 21st century, focusing on historical
transformations, current challenges, and prospects. It seeks to examine developments in journalism
after 2003, identifying challenges such as security threats, political pressures, and infrastructure
deficiencies, while exploring opportunities for digital transformation, enhancing independence, and
professionalization. The study also provides practical recommendations for policymakers and media
institutions, contributing to the academic literature on Iraqi media. The research relies on a historical
and analytical approach to trace the development of Iraqi journalism, while analyzing the influential
political, social, and technological factors. The research is divided into an introduction and two
chapters: the first covering historical developments up to the 21st century, and the second focuses on
contemporary challenges and future opportunities. The results show that Iraqi journalism has a rich
yet complex history. While experiencing unprecedented media expansion post-2003, political parties'
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dominance, security concerns, and financial constraints have negatively impacted their independence.
Furthermore, the press lacks the necessary technical infrastructure, limiting its ability to compete.
Furthermore, Iraqi laws lack adequate protection for journalists, increasing the risks they face. Based
on these findings, the study recommends: conducting further research on digital transformation's
impact; examining independent journalism's role in democratic development; evaluating media
education programs; developing sustainable funding models for media institutions; and analyzing how
legislation affects press freedom. These recommendations aim to enhance scholarly understanding of
Iraqi journalism and develop effective strategies to address current and future challenges.

Keywords: Iraqi journalism, 21st century, Challenges, Future prospects, Digital transformation.
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