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ABSTRACT

Throughout history, water has been pivotal for civilizations like Mesopotamia and
the Nile Valley in Egypt. As the world enters the third millennium, water allocation
becomes a geostrategic concern, linked to development and peace but also prone to
sparking conflicts. The threat to Iraq's security due to water scarcity often goes
unnoticed, but it's projected to escalate into armed conflicts. This scarcity arises from
limited resources, population growth, and neighboring countries' control over water
sources. Iraq faces depletion and quality deterioration in regions with irregular rainfall,
creating an imbalance between water supply and demand, leading to an impending
water poverty scenario by 2025.

Iraq's reliance on the Euphrates and Tigris rivers is historical, but its downstream
position makes it vulnerable to upstream actions, notably from Turkey. Turkey's refusal
to share water and its construction of dams negatively impact Iraq and Syria. Efforts to
negotiate fair water shares among these countries failed due to the absence of a
cohesive roadmap aligning common interests amidst complex political and economic
realities.

Keywords: Water, International Relations, International Law, Peace Pipes Line.
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