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The French ambitions in the Fezzan region
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Abstract:

The Fezzan region holds significant geostrategic importance,
especially for France, whose colonial influence extended from North
Africa—namely Algeria and Tunisia—into the heart and south of the
continent. Fezzan became the main corridor connecting French colonial
possessions. Thus, France dispatched exploratory and military missions at
the beginning of the 20th century to seek ways to restore its influence
through Fezzan. These missions, however, were met with rejection and
disapproval from the Libyan people. Notably, the actions of Sayyid al-
Qasr stood out in confronting these French projects. France also exploited
the circumstances of World War II and Italy’s weakening position to
intensify its interest and intervention in Fezzan.

Significance of the Study:

This research highlights France’s ambitions in the Fezzan region,
which served as an important Arab passage connecting France to its
African colonies.

Keywords: France, Fezzan, occupation, Libyan tribes.
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