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Abstract:

Aquatic life faces growing threats from pollution, overfishing, and climate change,
which negatively affect environmental balance and public health. This study
highlights the role of criminal protection in addressing these challenges. Such
protection is characterized by a preventive aspect that criminalizes harmful acts
in advance, as well as a deterrent aspect represented by punitive sanctions

against offenders. The specificity of environmental crimes also allows liability
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even without direct material damage, thereby broadening the scope of criminal

responsibility. The research shows that criminal protection differs from civil
protection, which focuses on compensation, from administrative protection based
on regulation and monitoring, and from international protection relying on
treaties. The study concludes that national legislation must be developed to
address emerging environmental crimes, coordination between environmental
and judicial authorities should be strengthened, and public awareness of the
importance of aquatic resources should be promoted within the framework of

sustainable development.

Keywords: Environment — Aquatic life — Criminal protection — Environmental

crimes — Pollution — Penal law — Presumed fault — Transboundary harm.
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