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The concept of sovereignty in the thought
Of contemporary lIraqi political parties
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Abstract:

Sovereignty is one of the core concepts in political thought, serving as the
foundation upon which the legitimacy and unity of the state are built. In the post-
2003 Iragi context, this concept gained particular importance due to the profound
political and constitutional transformations that reshaped the structure of the state and
redefined the nature of authority. These changes compelled political parties to
rearticulate their visions of sovereignty, its boundaries, and its sources.

The stances of contemporary lIraqi political parties toward the concept of
sovereignty vary significantly depending on their ideological foundations. While
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certain Islamic-oriented parties tend to associate sovereignty with divine authority
through religious reference, secular and nationalist parties are more inclined to
promote the principle of popular sovereignty and institutional legitimacy. Amidst the
fragmentation of decision-making centers, foreign interventions, and the presence of
non-state actors, the concept of sovereignty in Iraq has become increasingly complex
and fragmented. This calls for an in-depth analytical investigation into how this
concept is framed within lraqgi party discourse.

This research aims to provide a critical reading of the concept of sovereignty as
manifested in the platforms and political narratives of Iragi parties. It analyzes the
ideological structure, contextual challenges, and the implications of these
understandings on the state’s stability and the unity of its decision-making process.

Keywords: Sovereignty, political thought, Iraqi parties, nation-state, post-2003,
religious authority, civil state, party discourse, political legitimacy, challenges to
sovereignty.
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