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Kashf al-Haqa'iq wa Sharh al-Daqa‘iqBy
Imam Burhan al-Din al-Nasafi (d. 687 AH)
A Study and Verification of Surah al-Saffat (Verses 1-5)
Prepared by:

Asst. Lecturer Haneen Omar Abdullah
Abstract :

Imam Burhan al-Din al-Nasafi lived during one of the most turbulent periods in
Islamic history, marked by the Mongol invasion and the fall of the Abbasid Caliphate
in Baghdad in 656 AH. Due to his upbringing in the town of Nasaf, he was directly af-
fected by the political unrest and military conflicts that swept across the regions of
Transoxiana, especially the clashes between the Khwarazmian state and the Abbasid
Caliphate.

The era of Imam al-Nasafi was distinguished by the emergence of prominent
scholars such as Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Ibn Malik, and al-Nawawi. It witnessed a flourish-
ing of scholarly works in both religious and rational sciences, contributing to a vibrant
intellectual and academic movement. This environment played a significant role in
shaping Imam al-Nasafi into one of the notable scholars in Baghdad's schools, a status
that is clearly reflected in his work “Sharh al-Daga’iq” (Explanation of the Subtleties).

Keywords: Al-Nasafi, al-Daga’iq, al-Haga'iq.
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Conclusion

This study has demonstrated that Imam
Burhan al-Din al-Nasafl lived amid politically
and religiously unstable circumstances in both
Transoxiana and Baghdad, characterized by
wars, conflicts, and the weakening of security
and stability, particularly during the Mongol era.
In spite of these challenging conditions, intellec-
tual and scholarly activity continued, and educa-
tional institutions persevered in their mission of
disseminating knowledge and producing schol-
ars.

Through an examination of a selected portion
of his Qur’anic exegesis, Kashf al-Haga'iq wa
Sharh al-Daqa’iq, the research has further re-
vealed that al-Nasafi employed a balanced and
methodologically coherent approach. His tafsir
is marked by logical organization, adherence
to foundational principles, and clarity of expo-
sition. As a result, his commentary emerges as
both accessible and intellectually rich, synthe-
sizing the transmitted (naql1) and rational (“aql1)
sciences. These qualities render his work a valu-
able contribution, meriting continued scholarly
study and critical investigation in the service of
Islamic intellectual heritage.

It is sincerely hoped that this effort will be
accepted and that it may contribute to the ad-
vancement of knowledge and remain a lasting

addition to the scholarly tradition.
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