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Abstract:

The British fears began to grow after the Russian expansion in the Ottoman
Empire, which gave the impression that the jewel of the British crown (India) would
fall into Russian hands. Therefore, the opinion went to follow more serious steps to
preserve this jewel by searching for new and safe passages, including through Irag and
the Arabian Gulf<Therefore, since the beginning of the eighteenth century, the British
began sending commercial, exploratory, archaeological, and navigational missions to
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, making them the shortest route between the East and
the West.

Through the study, it became clear that the missions were not sent randomly, but rather
they first sent exploratory missions to learn about the nature of Iragi society, their
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languages, their food, their clothing, and how to deal with them. This is what was found
in the writings of the missions sent to Irag. After that, they sent survey missions« This
was to survey the rivers of Irag and whether they could be a river corridor between the
East and the West. Then, after that, they had archaeological missions to explore the
many large antiquities hidden under the Iraqi soil, which confirm the historical depth
of the region.

It turned out that these missions were sent to occupy Iraq and obtain the necessary
approvals from the Ottoman Empire to control Irag's wealth and natural resources. This
was merely the beginning of British colonialism in Irag, and was an exploratory study
to uncover the strengths and weaknesses of the land of Irag and its people.

Opening words: : Irag, missions, Britain, travelers, Baghdad, Babylon.
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