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Manifestations of the Umari Pact in the Relationship Between Dhimma
and Muslims According to the Orientalist Malka Levy-Rubin: “Dhimma in
Early Islam: From Submission to Coexistence”

Assist Prof. Dr. Hassan Jasim Mohammed Hussein Al- Khaqani
College of Imam Al-Kadhum

Babylon Departments

Gmail hassan.jassim@iku.edu.iq

Keywords: Umari Pact, Rubin, Dhimma
Summary:

Muslims used the term Ahl al-Dhimma to refer to the peoples they conquered—
Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians, Sabians, and Samaritans. They enacted a set of
legislations to regulate these communities’ new lives under Islamic rule, in
accordance with what came to be known as the Umari Pact (Ahdah ‘Umariyyah.(
Orientalists have addressed this issue through perspectives that emphasize the claim
that the Umari Pact should be attributed to the Umayyad Caliph ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz (Umar l), rather than the second caliph, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (Umar I.(

The Jewish orientalist Malka Levy-Rubin engaged with this topic by arguing that
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab was a relatively simple figure, unlikely to have drafted such
detailed legislation, while ‘Umar Il possessed the administrative capability to do
so—particularly under the influence of policies adopted by earlier empires such as
the Romans and the Sasanians, which had developed similar legal systems for
governing subject peoples.

The central point Rubin aims to convey to the reader is the legislation of al-ghiyar—

special clothing that members of conquered communities were permitted (or
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required) to wear, according to laws instituted by ‘Umar Il. She emphasizes the
element of humiliation embedded in these dress codes and how they were used as
tools of social differentiation and subjugation.

Levy-Rubin also discusses how Arab Muslims were influenced by the legal
frameworks of the Roman and Persian empires, which had previously imposed such
regulations on the indigenous populations of occupied regions, including Arab
lands. This is explored in her study: “Dhimma in Early Islam: From Submission to

Coexistence”.



