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The Political Role of Caliph Al-Adid Between Weakness and Internal
Conflicts
Assist Lect. Intisar mousa zaboon
Directorate General of Education in Dhi Qar,

Ministry of Education

Gmail Antsaralsd9@gmail.com

Keywords: Fatimids, Al-Adid, Saladin
Summary:

This research examines the last caliph of the Fatimid dynasty in Egypt, Al-
Adid, and his reign, which was marked by weakness and deteriorating living
conditions for the general populace. It explores how this once-powerful state
declined and analyzes the causes behind its collapse, including the power struggles
among influential viziers who dominated the political scene, rendering the caliph a
mere figurehead.

The study highlights the pivotal role of Saladin (Salah ad-Din Ayyubi), who
was originally summoned from the Levant by one of the warring factions. Seizing the
opportunity, he consolidated power, becoming the chief vizier. His Sunni affiliation
(in contrast to the Fatimids' Ismaili Shiism) ultimately motivated him to eliminate the
Fatimid caliphate. The research details how Saladin systematically dismantled Al-

Adid’s rule, ending the Fatimid dynasty in Egypt permanently.
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