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The Dramatic-Intertextual Structure in Muzaffar Al-
Nawwab’s Poem Al-Quds Is the Bride of Your Arabism

Abstract

This study aims to trace the dramatic-intertextual
structure, in both form and content, in the poem (Watartyat
Layliyya / Al-Quds Is the Bride of Your Arabism) by the late
Iraqi poet Muzaffar Al-Nawwab. Through this tracing, the
poem’s dramatic structure is revealed, relying on core
narrative elements — time, space, characters, dialogue, and
conflict — and grounded in the invocation of extra-textual
references (intertextuality) as part of a creative experience
that enriches the poetic text.

In this sense, the poem is shaped as a coherent
dramatic construct, representing a nocturnal journey that
carries within it a revolutionary outcry and a hope for a new
dawn. Within this framework, poetic tones intertwine with
historical symbols — religious, political, and mythological —
forming an organic structure that maintains the cohesion of
the text and allows the reader to experience a unified,
complete encounter, akin to a symphony performed on the

strings of homeland, self, and freedom
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