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Manifestations of Beauty in Ancient Iraq

Abstract

philosophical, spiritual, and mythological dimensions. The
term "manifestations™ denoted the visible layer that reveals an
underlying essence hidden from direct human perception.
Sumerian and Akkadian texts described beauty using
expressions that radiate brilliance, splendor, and adornment,
transforming these depictions into a language that conveys
divine activity within the cosmos. Over the centuries, both
Arab and Western philosophers explored the concept of
beauty to express the harmony between parts and the whole:
Plato viewed it as a mirror of ideal forms; Aristotle regarded
it as a proportion achieved by the intellect in matter; Al-
Farabi and Al-Ghazali saw it as a blend of utility and
elegance; while Kant and Hegel linked it to artistic and
intellectual emergence. These theoretical frameworks resonate
deeply with Sumerian creation myths, which narrate how
order emerged from chaotic waters through the union of An
(sky) and Ki (earth), highlighting the essence of divine
harmony. The captivating stories of Enlil, whose gaze
enchanted the virgin Ninlil, and of Dumuzi the shepherd who
fell in love with Inanna and married her, exemplify a vivid,
sensual beauty imbued with tenderness and fertility. The
richness of these myths is further deepened by their detailed
use of adornment, colors, pearls, and luxurious fabrics as
mediums of divine aesthetic expression. The bond between
humans and deities was reinforced through rituals and
celebrations that honored the beauty of nature, fertility, and
rainfall—associating beauty with goodness and benefit. Thus,
beauty in this civilization was not mere ornamentation, but a
cosmic force tied to the construction of order and the
maintenance of both spiritual and material balance. It
manifested through language, myth, philosophy, and art as a
continuous thread linking the tangible world with the realm of

divine ideals.
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