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Abstract:

Title of the Study: Zakat on Cryptocurrencies Between Islamic Jurisprudence and

Contemporary Financial Regulations — A Comparative Study

Aim of the Study: The study aims to clarify the Islamic legal ruling on zakat of
cryptocurrencies through a comparative analysis between jurisprudential evidences
and contemporary adaptations on the one hand, and modern financial legislations
and regulatory frameworks on the other. It seeks to establish a solid Sharia—based
foundation that corresponds to the nature of these modern assets and to determine

the practical mechanisms of paying zakat on them.

Research Questions: What is the proper jurisprudential classification of
cryptocurrencies within the recognized categories of zakatable wealth (gold, silver,
trade commodities, etc.)? Are cryptocurrencies subject to zakat, and under what
conditions, thresholds (niséb), and requirements? What are the main points of
convergence and divergence between the Islamic jurisprudential perspective and

contemporary financial legislations in dealing with these assets?
Methodology: The research employs a combination of approaches:

Inductive method: to collect both classical and contemporary juristic opinions, as
well as the positions of different authorities and central banks.

Analytical method: to examine the evidences of each view and discuss their
arguments.

Comparative method: to contrast Islamic jurisprudential thought with contemporary

financial regulations and highlight the strengths and weaknesses of each approach.

Key Findings: The study concludes that the most appropriate jurisprudential
classification of cryptocurrencies intended for investment and trading is that they are
treated as trade commodities (urad al-tijarah), valued at their market price when
zakat becomes due, with 2.5% payable. Zakat is obligatory if their value reaches the

nisab (equivalent to 85 grams of gold or 595 grams of silver) and a lunar year has
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elapsed. The study further reveals a significant difference between the Islamic
jurisprudential approach, which emphasizes economic essence and social justice (the
objective of zakat), and positive legislations, which primarily address regulatory,
security, and financial stability concerns. It also emphasizes the need to develop
regulatory and technological frameworks that assist owners in calculating and

disbursing zakat in a secure and Sharia—compliant manner.

Keywords:Zakat, Cryptocurrencies, Bitcoin, Digital  Currencies, Islamic

Jurisprudence.
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