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:Abstract
The mental element of crime constitutes one of the most fundamental pillars
of the criminal structure, as it embodies either criminal intent or negligence
that reflects the offender’s guilty mind. However, establishing this element
poses a practical challenge, given its internal and psychological nature that
cannot be directly perceived. This makes reliance on evidentiary means
indispensable for proving its existence. Hence, a close relationship emerges
between the different types of evidence—direct and indirect, material and
testimonial—and the possibility of ascertaining the existence of intent or

negligence. Such evidence plays a crucial role in enabling the judge to form a

YoA¢



VYOOl W g L e g Ay & gal) Al Al

n\ \
No. 17 —Jun 2025 Iragi Journal of Humanitarian, Social and Scientific Research &
Print 1SSN 2710-0952 Electronic 1SSN2790-1254

conviction regarding the offender’s state of mind and awareness of the

conseqguences of his act.
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