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Abstract: 

Title of the Study: The Jurisprudential Rulings on Purification for Patients 

Undergoing Hemodialysis and Peritoneal Dialysis: A Comparative Study 

Aim of the Study: This research seeks to examine the jurisprudential rulings 

concerning purification (wudū’ and ghusl) for patients undergoing dialysis 

treatment—both hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis—through a 

comparative analysis of the four Sunni schools of Islamic law (Hanafī, 

Mālikī, Shāfiʿ ī, and Hanbalī). The study also aims to propose practical 

solutions that reconcile adherence to religious obligations with the medical 

circumstances of patients. 

Research Questions 

 What is the impact of blood loss during hemodialysis on the patient’s state 

of ritual purity and validity of ablution? 

 What is the impact of the discharge of fluids and waste (analogous to urine) 

through a catheter during peritoneal dialysis on the patient’s state of ritual 

purity and validity of ablution? 

Methodology 

The study employs a comparative inductive approach by: 

 Presenting the opinions of the four Sunni schools of jurisprudence on the 

two principal issues. 

 Analyzing the evidences cited by each school and determining the stronger 

opinion based on the weight of the evidence. 

 Documenting Qur’ānic references and authenticating Prophetic traditions. 

Clarifying relevant medical terminology pertaining to dialysis in order to 

ground the jurisprudential reasoning on accurate medical understanding. 

Key Findings 

1. Hemodialysis invalidates ablution due to the significant amount of blood 

exiting the body. This view is considered the stronger position in light of the 

supporting evidences. 

2. Peritoneal dialysis also invalidates ablution, since fluids and waste (treated 

as impure urine) are discharged intentionally and regularly through an 

artificial outlet (catheter), thereby assuming the legal status of a natural 

excretory passage that nullifies purification. 

3. The study underscores the flexibility of Islamic law and its consideration of 

necessity and hardship, allowing patients to benefit from legal concessions 
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such as combining prayers or resorting to dry ablution (tayammum) when 

difficulties arise. 

Keywords: Purification, Ablution, Dialysis, Kidney Failure, Hemodialysis. 
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