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Summary:

This study aimed to classify merchants in Andalusia, identify their economic
and social activities, and examine their relationships with the ruling authorities and
neighboring kingdoms. This study then highlights the contribution of merchants to
Andalusian public life at the cultural, social, and political levels, and examines the
nature of the economic structure in Andalusia through an analysis of commercial
activity.

To achieve this, the research relied on the historical analytical approach, by referring
to historical, geographical, and documentary sources that dealt with economic life in
Andalusia, and analyzing them with the aim of extracting a clear picture of the role
of merchants. The social analysis approach is also used to understand the position of
merchants within the social structure and to explain the extent of their influence on
public life.

The study reached several conclusions, perhaps the most important of which is that
it demonstrated that merchants constituted the backbone of economic life in
Andalusia, stimulating internal and external trade, particularly through major ports
such as Seville and Almeria. Merchants also played an active role in transferring
knowledge and books from the Levant to Andalusia, contributing to the enrichment
of the cultural and intellectual landscape, particularly given their openness to Islamic

and Christian societies.
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Finally, the study recommends intensifying research into Latin and European
archives to uncover aspects of commercial interaction between Andalusia and
neighboring Christian kingdoms. Comparative studies should be encouraged
between the role of merchants in Andalusia and their counterparts in the Islamic
East or Europe during the Middle Ages, and future studies should be directed toward
analyzing the biographies of specific merchant figures to understand the

mechanisms that shaped their commercial and social influence.



