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The Fabrications and Additions of Narrators in
the Transmission of Pre-Islamic Poetry: The
Poetry of Military Raids in Kitab al-Aghani as a
Case Study.

Abstract
The Book of Songs included stories, news, and novels

made from the imagination of narrators. These narrators
possessed the skill and expertise to compose them. They
attracted audiences for fanatical reasons—Iliterary, social, or
artistic—as well as through material temptations and profits.
Material incentives deeply impacted the stories of raids. We
cannot forget the role they played in distorting the media,
especially after the era of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs.
Vagabond poets, who often emerged from raiding invasions,
became more common among narrators and storytellers. They
found richness in these tales, which attracted passionate
readers and listeners.

Thus, stories of heroes' adventures were often targeted
and exploited by storytellers. Using their literary and cultural
abilities, fitness, and intelligence, they wove fabricated news
and stories. They assumed chains of transmission, composed
their texts, and attributed them to suitable characters. As for
the mechanism of our study of the news of the poets' raids
that we doubt the authenticity of and think are fabricated by
the narrators, it is:

1. Presenting the stories of the Book of Songs to the historical
and literary sources that preceded it in composition.

2. Examining the chains of transmission of the stories, by
returning to the sources of biographies of famous figures, we
found them to be assumed chains of transmission that delude
the reader into believing in the authenticity of the news.
3.Verifying poetry by returning to the poetry collections,

selections, and others.
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by: Ayman Fouad Sayyid, Al-Furgan Foundation for Islamic Heritage 2009.
- In Abbasid Literature, the late Dr. Ali al-Zubaidi, Dar al-Adib, Amman.
- Al-Mathalib, Hisham bin Muhammad bin al-Saib al-Kalbi d. 204 AH, investigation,
documentation and study, prepared by: Amjad Hassan Sayyid Ahmad, supervised by: Professor
Dr. Rana Muhammad Nasrullah Ihsan llahi, a thesis submitted for a PhD in Literature from the
Department of Arabic Language at the University of Punjab, Lahore (Pakistan) 1977.
- Collection of Arab Days in the Pre-Islamic Era and Islam, Ibrahim Shams al-Din, Dar al-Kutub
al-l1lmiyyah.
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Dictionary of Countries, Sheikh Shihab al-Din Yaqut al-Hamawi, died 626 AH, edited by: the
Orientalist Westenfeld, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1977 AD.
Dictionary of the Obscure Names of Countries and Places, Minister and Jurist Abu Ubaid
Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al-Bakri Al-Andalusi d. 487 AH, reviewed, verified, punctuated and
explained by: Mustafa Al-Saga, Alam Al-Kutub, Beirut.
- Al-Mufaddaliyat, Al-Mufaddal Al-Dhabi 178 AH, verified and explained by: Ahmed
Muhammad Shaker and Abdul Salam Muhammad Harun, Dar Al-Maaref, 6th edition.
- Mizan Al-I'tidal fi Nagd Al-Rijal, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmed bin Othman Al-
Dhahabi d. 748 AH, verified by: Ali Muhammad Al-Bajawi, Dar Al-Maaref, Beirut.
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