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Abstract 

This study explores the Islamic legal principle of Ghalabat al-Zann 

(Preponderance of Probability) as a foundational concept in Usul al-Fiqh (principles 

of Islamic jurisprudence). It addresses two key issues: 

First, a theoretical examination of the concept of Ghalabat al-Zann, including its 

definition, legal significance, and distinction from certainty (yaqīn) and doubt 

(shakk). 

Second, an analytical study of juristic disagreement regarding its application 

across various legal fields, such as purification, prayer, forgetfulness, uncertainty, 

transactions, judiciary, and criminal law, highlighting the views and evidences of the 

four major Sunni schools. 

The study is divided into three main sections: 

 The first discusses the theoretical foundations and domains of Ghalabat al-Zann. 

 The second presents examples of juristic differences in worship, transactions, and 

judicial matters. 

 The third investigates its impact on criminal law, particularly in avoiding the 

implementation of hadd punishments due to the presence of doubt. 

The findings show that Ghalabat al-Zann is a valid and functional legal tool 

employed when certainty is unattainable. The juristic diversity surrounding its 

application reflects the flexibility, depth, and ethical commitment of Islamic law, 

reinforcing the need to employ this principle in contemporary legal reasoning aligned 

with the higher objectives of Sharia (Maqasid al-Sharia). 
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