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ABSTRACT

» The Salmiyya sect was founded by Abu al-Hasan al-Basri (Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Salim), who died around 297 AH/909 AD.

* The Sufi influence of this sect emerged in the city of Basra during the
third and fourth centuries AH.

* The sect's roots go back to the Maliki school, with influence from the
Sufi sheikh Sahl al-Tustari (d. 283 AH), who was Abu al-Hasan's teacher.

* The sect is considered part of Sufi thought and engages in the fields of
theology and asceticism. It is noteworthy that most of those who followed
the sect did not delve deeply into jurisprudence, but rather adopted
asceticism and austerity as their path. Among them were those described
as "a people who claim to practice theology and asceticism, most of
whom are mentioned in it, and they do not engage in jurisprudence.
Whoever studies jurisprudence studies the jurisprudence of Malik."

* One of the important themes in their doctrinal studies is their focus on
"the divine and human essence of God." They believe in spiritual
dimensions in the relationship between the servant and their Creator,
while avoiding trinity or anthropomorphism. These ideas were later
transmitted within Sufi circles, especially in the Shadhili school, and
extended to the scholars of Andalusia.

* They had a clear influence on Basra Sufism and gained respect from
scholars such as al-Sarraj al-Tusi (d. 387 AH), who described Abu al-
Hasan as virtuous and of high standing.

* They were present in the travels of scholars and writers such as Abu
Talib al-Makki and al-Maqdisi (d. 380 AH), with the latter noting their
gentle morals and commitment to remembrance and asceticism. ¢ Their
views also occupied a space in the writings of later scholars such as al-
Ghazali, who drew inspiration from some passages in his book "lhya’
Ulum al-Din" about their Sufi style. Some Sufis in Andalusia were also
influenced by this school of thought.
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