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Abstract

The novel Baharaddresses the phenomenon of violence against the Iraqi individual in
the year 2014, during the period of the extremist group's control over western Iraqi
territories. It presents various scenes of violence rooted in a distorted religious
ideology. The central focus of this violence is {fakfir (excommunication), which
dragged society back to a form of pre-Islamic ignorance—this time, however, veiled
in the guise of religion. As a result, religion shifted from being a source of safety to a
tool for instilling fear, violating sanctities, and suppressing freedoms, turning into a

burden and a means of destruction.

Undeniably, the novel is both contemporary and a documented reflection of the life of
the lIraqi individual. The author blends reality with literature, crafting a literary
masterpiece by powerfully re-enacting events—from within the human experience to

within the text itself—conveying the imposed atmosphere of aggression.

Keywords: Takfir, rape, murder, displacement, violation.
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