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Summary:

The Pan-Germanic idea represents an expression of German national and
political aspirations to unite German-speaking peoples under a single political or
cultural umbrella. This idea arose in a complex European context of geopolitical
transformations and national aspirations, particularly after the Congress of Vienna in
1815, which reshaped the map of Europe based on the balance of power, without
neglecting the concern to contain rising German nationalism. The roots of the Pan-
Germanic idea go back to the nineteenth century, when it emerged as a reaction to
the political disintegration suffered by the German states after the fall of the Holy
Roman Empire. It found support in the thought of German nationalists such as
Johann Gottlieb Fichte and Wilhelm von Humboldt. These ideas played a pivotal role
in developing national consciousness and fueling the demand for cultural and
political unity among the German peoples. After Germany's defeat in World War II,
this idea disintegrated as a political project and became the subject of widespread
criticism for its associated racism and national chauvinism, especially after the
crimes of the Nazi regime were exposed. Europe subsequently shifted to a new
concept of unity, based on political and economic pluralism within the framework of

the European Union
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