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The Role of Religious Authorities, Cultural Elites, and Iraqi Tribes in the
1920 Revolt
Assist Lect. Amer Wathiq Ahmed
Directorate of Education Diyala

Ministry of Education

™

Gmail’ amer45676876@gmail.com

Keywords: 1920 Revolt, Religious Authorities, Cultural Elites, and Tribes
Summary:

The 1920 Revolution (Thawrat al-‘Ishreen) stands as one of the most prominent
milestones in modern Iraqi history. It emerged as a widespread popular reaction to
the British occupation following the end of World War I. The Iraqi people, who had
aspired to gain freedom from Ottoman rule, were quickly disillusioned when they
realized that the British occupation merely replaced one colonizer with another, and
that the promises of liberty and independence were nothing more than hollow
slogans.

Amid these circumstances, the spark of revolution ignited in the
central Euphrates region after the arrest of Sheikh Shaalan Abu al-Jon. The
uprising swiftly spread to various Iragi cities, transforming into a nationwide
revolt that included all segments of society—men and women, elders and
youth—united by a shared patriotic spirit. Religious authorities played a
pivotal role by issuing fatwas obligating resistance against the occupation,
becoming central in guiding and morally supporting the revolutionary
movement.

Iraqi women stepped beyond traditional roles into the sphere of

action, participating  in demonstrations,  delivering  supplies, and
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contributing  cultural and  social awareness by founding women's
associations that became vocal in the national awakening. Alongside them,
poets played a significant role in igniting enthusiasm and expressing the
people’s pain and aspirations. Poetry became a powerful tool of
mobilization and resistance.

The 1920 Revolution proved that the Iraqi people were capable of
standing together against occupation regardless of the circumstances, and
that the will for liberation cannot be defeated. Although the revolution was
suppressed militarily, it laid the cornerstone for the formation of the modern
Iragi state and instilled a national consciousness that united weapon and
word, fatwa and poem, men and women—in a rare revolutionary tableau

in the history of nations.



