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Abstract

This research seeks to uncover the role played by
numbers in ancient Arabic criticism, particularly in the theory
of classes. Ancient Arab critics were keen to use numbers in
their critical discourse as a tool for evaluating, organizing,
and classifying poets, dividing them into classes according to
precise critical criteria. The most prominent manifestation of
the relationship between numbers and class theory is found in
Ibn Salam al-Jumahi (d. 231 AH) in his book (Tabagat Fuhuul
al-Shu'ara’).

He was keen to divide and classify poets according to
systematic classes, relying on critical criteria that combined
artistic quality, time, and the number of poems, among other
critical criteria. Throughout all of this, he used numbers as a
means of evaluation and organization. This helped him to
imbue his judgments with an objective character, making him
one of the first Arab critics to employ numbers not only as a
but also as a critical construct for

numerical tool,

distinguishing and differentiating between poets..
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