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Plato’s Purpose of Ethics

Abstract
Plato's conception of ethics revolves around achieving the

highest good, which, from a philosophical perspective, represents
the ultimate goal of both the individual and society. This goal is
rooted in virtue, which he sees as a harmony between the three
parts of the soul: reason, spirit, and appetite. When this harmony is
attained, justice within the soul is achieved—something Plato
considers the highest virtue.

Plato does not approach ethics from a utilitarian or self-
interested standpoint; instead, he views it as intrinsically linked to
truth and cosmic order. For him, the good is not a relative concept
but an absolute principle—described in The Republic as "beyond
being." The pursuit of this good is achieved through knowledge;
thus, ethics in Plato’s philosophy is conditioned by rational
understanding, not by desires or emotions.

Therefore, the purpose of ethics is not limited to individual
behavior but extends to the cultivation of a balanced soul and a just
society governed by philosopher-kings—those who know the
supreme good and possess the wisdom to implement it in reality.

In short, Plato’s ethical aim is the realization of justice through
inner harmony, and the attainment of the highest good via rational
knowledge, all in service of forming a virtuous person and an ideal

society.
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