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Summary:

Semiotics holds a distinguished place in critical and linguistic studies, having
attracted significant attention from both Western and Arab researchers. It has been
applied asa sign—based methodology that reveals the importance of narrative forms,
headed by the novel, which has been a main concern for critics and researchers.

One of the most notable components of the narrative is the character, as it forms the

foundational pillar upon which the narrative work is built and serves as the driving

force of the artistic work. It constructs the language, establishes the dialogue, and

touches the inner emotions.

Therefore, this study sheds light on the main character in, specifically, Iraqi women's

novels, from a semiotic perspective. A selection of novels written by Iraqi female

writers was studied and analyzed. The study includes a theoretical introduction

regarding the concept of character in dictionaries and among critics and researchers.

It also discusses the classifications and types of characters, relying on Philippe

Hamon'’s classification:

1. Referential Character: including historical, metaphorical, mythological, and social
characters.

2. Deictic (Communicative) Character.

3. Reminiscent Character.
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The study concludes with a summary of the key findings resulting from the research
and analysis. Among the most significant results are:

1. Most female novelists focused on the deictic/communicative character, which
had the most presence, followed by the symbolic referential character. The
reminiscent characters had a limited presence.

2. The Iragi female writers highlighted the suffering of two generations of women:
one from the 1990s era marked by poverty, deprivation, and misery, and the
other from the post-war era characterized by loss, immigration, killing, and

displacement.



