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Abstract
Quoting becomes well-known in the verse from the Holy Quran: "And We

sent him to [his people of] a hundred thousand or more" (Al-Saffat: 147); in
which or as a conjunction is used to mean but where it is a necessity to mean
SO.
Although this verse calls for the necessity of carrying or with the meaning of
but, yet a group of grammarians didn't prove the use of this meaning in the
Holy Quran, and they searched for another one for it. Then, the paper is an
attempt to answer the following questions: What made them do so? And what
is the meaning of or in the verse?.

To answer these two questions, the resercher first presented the scholars’
views regarding the meaning of or, and then their interpretations of its meaning
in the noble verse.

From the survey of their opinions on the verse, it became evident that
interpreting or as carrying the sense of “rather” arises only because retaining it
in its primary sense would imply attributing doubt or ambiguity to Allah,
exalted be He.

As such, it is concluded that interpreting or according to its apparent
meaning—as signifying confirmation of what has preceded—is preferable to
the views that interpret it as “rather”, denoting doubt from the perspective of
the observer, as conveying ambiguity, and as meaning ‘“and” as well. This is
because such an interpretation (i.e., maintaining its apparent sense) is both
strong in conveying the intended meaning and free from objection. In addition,
it is the most faithful to the outward wording of the verse.
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