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Pointed Arches in the Al-Jawsaq Al-Khaqani Palace

in Samarra
Asst. Prof. Dr. Ghassan Ali Mustafa
University of Samarra / College of Arts
Mr. Haroun Rashid Hamid
University of Samarra / College of Arts
Abstract:
The arch is considered one of the basic architectural elements of great
importance in the architecture of Mesopotamia since ancient times, as it
was distinguished by its development and the diversity of its forms,
building materials and method of formation throughout the ages, reaching
the Arab-Islamic civilization, which left its clear and prominent mark
through what the Islamic cities left us of ancient buildings, whose unique
engineers excelled in the arts of their architecture, which took on a
special character in which they highlighted the aspect of intellectual
creativity in the philosophy of Arab-Islamic architecture. Among the
most important of these cities 1s the city of Samarra, which took the lead
and pioneering position in this aspect in the third century AH, the ninth
century AD, after maturity, sophistication and splendor that continued for
more than half a century, so that its monuments remain an immortal and
authentic witness to the eye through the diversity of its facilities and
constructional installations. Perhaps the most famous of its buildings is
the palace of Caliph Al-Mu'tasim Billah (the Khagani pavilion), which is
similar to a small city covering an area of About two million square
meters , as it overlooks the Tigris River and the main entrance from the
west. It consists of three iwans: a large, high iwan in the middle, and on
either side of it are two other iwans of equal height and width, and they
are lower than the middle iwan. These three iwans are crowned with
pointed arches. The large iwan represents a large hall connected from the
back by a door with a pointed arch similar to the front arch, and above it
1s a window with a medium-height pointed arch. The throne hall is
square, and it is likely that it was topped by a dome. It is connected on its
four sides by halls built in the shape of the letter (T). In one of these halls
there is a mosque for the Caliph and a bathhouse on the walls of which
watercolor drawings were found. Connected to it were the harem halls,
whose walls were decorated with beautiful watercolor drawings. In this
palace there are the state offices and administrative facilities, a number of
courtyards and playgrounds, in addition to guard barracks, a number of
catacombs, pools, and a stone decorated with fine plaster decorations,
allocated for the Caliph’s siesta on days of intense heat.
Keywords: Samarra, Al-Jawsaaq Al-Khaqani, pointed arches, Al-
Mu'tasim Billah.
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