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The role of infrastructure the most important components of
archaeological tourism in Samarra

Asst. Lect. Dalia Marei Jabouri
University of Samarra / College of Arts

Abstract:

This study examines the vital role of infrastructure in supporting and
developing archaeological tourism in the city of Samarra, one of the
prominent historical cities in Iraq and the Islamic world, due to its
distinguished Abbasid landmarks such as the Malwiya Minaret, the Great
Mosque, and Al-Ashiq Palace, all of which are registered on UNESCO’s
World Heritage List.

Despite the city’s unique cultural heritage, it faces tangible challenges
in the field of tourism infrastructure. The study focused on the most
significant aspects of infrastructure weakness, including transportation
networks, shortages in accommodation and tourist guidance services, as
well as deficiencies in public facilities and the lack of effective tourism
promotion.

The researcher employed a descriptive methodology, utilizing various
sources to collect data, including previous studies and official reports. The
tourism reality in Samarra was analyzed from the perspective of
infrastructure and services, highlighting administrative, economic,
security, and cultural challenges that hinder the development of the sector.

The study concluded with a set of findings, the most prominent of
which are: a positive correlation between the level of infrastructure and
the number of visitors, the absence of a comprehensive tourism vision,
weak coordination among relevant authorities, low levels of tourism
investment, as well as limited public awareness and media promotion.

In light of these findings, the study offered several recommendations,
including the development of a comprehensive strategic plan to enhance
tourism in the city, upgrading transportation networks and public services,
and activating digital and media promotion tools.

Keywords: Samarra, Archaeological Tourism, Infrastructure, Cultural
Heritage, Tourism Development, Malwiya Minaret, UNESCO, Iragq.
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