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Abstract

Friedrich Nietzsche’s philosophy represents a pivotal rupture in
the trajectory of Western thought, exerting a profound and lasting
influence on key figures of postmodern philosophy, particularly Jean-
Francois Lyotard and Jacques Derrida. Both philosopers drew extensively
on Nietzsche’s radical critique of metaphysics and his rejection of
foundationalist concepts such as absolute truth, moral universals, and
fixed meaning.

For Derrida, Nietzsche’s legacy was instrumental in the
formulation of deconstruction—a philosophical method aimed at exposing
the internal instabilities and aporias inherent within philosophical and
textual structures. Nietzsche’s perspectivism and his notion of the deferral
of meaning deeply informed Derrida’s development of the concept of
différance, through which he articulated the perpetual postponement and
displacement of meaning within linguistic and textual systems. In
Derrida’s reading, meaning is never fully present, but is instead
constituted * through traces and absences—a theme resonant with
Nietzsche’s critique of metaphysical presence.

In the case of Lyotard, Nietzsche’s influence is most apparent in
his rejection of metanarratives, particularly those that characterized the
Enlightenment and modernity, such as the grand narratives of progress,
emancipation, and rational unity. Drawing on Nietzschean suspicion
toward universal claims, Lyotard emphasized the plurality of language
games and the fragmentation of knowledge in postmodernity. He argued
that knowledge is no longer legitimized through overarching narratives,
but through localized, contingent, and performative modes of discourse—a
position that reflects Nietzsche’s insight into the constructed and power-
laden nature of truth.

In sum, Nietzsche’s philosophical project laid the groundwork for
the postmodern critique of epistemological and ontological absolutism.
Both Lyotard and Derrida inherit and transform Nietzsche’s insights,
advancing distinct yet intersecting critiques of metaphysical essentialism.
Nietzsche thus serves as a foundational precursor to postmodernism,
enabling the deconstruction of dominant philosophical paradigms and the
reimagining of knowledge as interpretive, contingent, and historically
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