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Abstract

This research examines the philosophical concept of
secularism and political Islam in the thought of Sadiq Jalal al-
Azm, one of the most prominent Arab thinkers who delved
extensively into the problematic relationship between religion
and state. He clearly championed the concept of secularism as
a necessary condition for achieving modernity, rationality,
and freedom of thought in the Arab world. In his intellectual
project, al-Azm argued that secularism does not imply
atheism or hostility toward = religion, but rather the
neutralization of religion from political institutions, allowing

for pluralism and social justice.
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