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The Diptote in the Holy Quran, “Surat Saba” as a Model
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ABSTRACT:

The diptote is a noun that does not take the genitive case or tanween (nunation) except out of necessity.
Scholars have stated that the primary reason for a noun being diptote is its resemblance to a verb. This is
achieved by the presence of two reasons in the noun: one related to the meaning and the other to the form.
The semantic reasons are either definiteness or description, while the form-related reasons include being
foreign, compound, feminine, modified, having an added alif and nun, or having a verb pattern. Definiteness
prevents a noun from taking the genitive case or tanween when combined with any of these morphological
reasons, and description prevents it with modification, having an added alif and nun, or a verb pattern. In
summary, a noun Is not prevented from taking the genitive case or tanween unless there Is a reason that
necessitates it. "The grammarians have identified nine reasons that prevent a noun from being declined,
which can be summarized by the following mnemonic: 'If two out of nine causes are present in a noun, then
it is not declined." These reasons are: addition, adjective, plurality, femininity, equivalence, foreignness,
resemblance to verbs, abbreviation, and definiteness.
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