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Urban Sprawl on Green Spaces in the Center of Al-Husseiniya District
for the Period 1989—2024 (Using Remote Sensing Technology)
Dr. Nuha Nima Muhammad Dr. Nibras Ahmed Kamel
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Keywords: Urban sprawl, green spaces, AI—Husseiniya District Center.
Summary:

This research addresses the issue of urban sprawl encroaching upon agricultural
land and green spaces in the center of Al-Husseiniya District. The study aims to shed
light on the most significant problems associated with urban expansion over green
areas within the study region and to propose practical solutions and
recommendations to be utilized by relevant authorities and institutions in
addressing the issue.The study adopts both analytical and descriptive approaches,
analyzing land-use diversity and assessing the current urban reality. In addition,
satellite imagery and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology were
employed to support the research.The results reveal that the study area suffers from
urban residential encroachment at the expense of a small portion of previously
cultivated land, which has experienced partial reduction. This phenomenon has had
a limited impact on infrastructure but has led to the emergence of opportunistic
beneficiaries. The primary causes are population growth, migration, and the lack of
governmental planning, particularly following the events of 2003—2004.The study
recommends raising awareness among local residents, educating agricultural
workers, and encouraging vertical rather than horizontal urban expansion. It also
emphasizes the importance of minimizing the use of arable land for housing
development, advocating for low-cost housing solutions on non—agricultural lands

instead.
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