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Geographical Analysis of Hereditary Blood Diseases in

Basra Governorate

Dr.: Ibtihal Shaker Majeed <Researcher: Ghada Yaqoub Majeed
University of Basra - College of Arts

Abstract

Thalassemia patients in many countries around the world, including Iraq, live a difficult life,
and their suffering may not stop at a certain point, as it includes many health, psychological,
social, and economic aspects .Many developed countries have made great strides in reducing
or eliminating this problem by first reducing the number of patients and then treating many of
those afflicted with this disease, thanks to their health capabilities and development. On the
other hand, some countries, including Iraq, have been unable to implement their development
programs in accordance with their health policy to confront this problem over the past years, in
light of the low social and economic level and some political circumstances that affected a large
segment of society, which negatively affected the increase in the number of these patients and
the deterioration of their health and quality of life. This was one of the most important
justifications for the study, which aimed to find systematic solutions for a real will, in
accordance with an advanced health policy in which everyone participates, to address this
problem,To achieve the research objectives, it required four chapters, in addition to conclusions
and recommendations, based on official data for the years 2018 and 2023 .The research also
relied on quantitative analysis to explain the variation in spatial relationships among
thalassemia patients across Basra Governorate, and utilized some statistical methods, as well as
the use of tables and figures to facilitate the comparison process and draw conclusions.

The research reached a number of results, including an increase in the number of thalassemia
patients in previous years. After their number was 4,679 patients in 2016, their number became
6,953 patients by 2021, in addition to the high prevalence rates of the disease in most districts
of Basra Governorate. The research also showed that there are many consequences for
thalassemia patients, including the large expenditure of health institutions on thalassemia
patients. The research concluded with a proposal for a mini-health policy that included a set of
legislative and executive decisions to limit the increasing number of people infected with the
disease and eliminate it, or at least reduce it.
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