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Charles Taylor is considered one of the most controversial figures in the recent
history of Liberia and West Africa in general. In his career, he embodied the
image of both a "freedom fighter" who led opponents against the authoritarian
rule of Samuel Doe, and a tyrant who plunged his country into a new cycle of
violence and destruction.Despite being elected president of the country in 1997,
he failed to implement the justice and freedom he had called for. Instead, he
plunged the country into a cycle of nepotism and racism to lead the regime and
used the most brutal forms of violence and exclusion against his opponents from
the political elite and the Krahn tribes. He even led the country back into the
Second Civil War in 1999 and was forcibly removed from power in 2003.
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