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Literature is considered a rich record of a nation's achievements, a clear
reflection of life, and an honest expression of a nation's reality across the
ages. Thus, the poet, through his engagement with contemporary issues and
developments, strives to connect the past with the present within a new
formative framework that reveals the secret of this interconnected
relationship between eras. His role is not limited to portraying positive
aspects only, but rather encompasses everything occurring in his society with
the aim of shedding light on it. The poet tends to highlight the issues that
concern society and its crucial matters, viewing literary discourse as a social
discourse that seeks to represent social reality, no matter how complex its
structures and meanings may be. Therefore, this study aims to introduce the
socio-cultural references of the poet Hassan Salem Al-Dabbagh from Wasit
and their impact on shaping his poetic texts. The poet employed various
social events in his work, reflecting humanitarian and aesthetic values, which
are manifested through a set of human principles, advice, and complaints
about the harshness of life and the human struggle with it.

Keywords: Social references, values, advice, complaint.
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