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Abstract:

This research examines and analyzes the deathbed moments of emirs and
caliphs in al-Andalus, from the establishment of the Umayyad state by ‘Abd
al-Rahman al-Dakhil in 138 AH / 755 CE until the fall of Granada in 897
AH / 1492 CE. The study reveals how the moment of dying transformed
from a private human experience into a political, religious, and social event
of profound significance. The death of rulers in al-Andalus was often
associated with political wills, the proclamation of heirs, or symbolic
messages reflecting the nature of rule and the state.

The study further shows that the deathbed moment sometimes represented
a decisive turning point in the course of legitimacy and the stability of
power. It functioned as a mirror that exposed the true character of the ruler,
stripped of regal splendor, oscillating between confession and regret or
clinging to worldly glory. The significance of this research lies in addressing
a neglected aspect of Andalusi studies, since historians have often
overlooked such moments in favor of recording battles and political events,
whereas they offer key insights into the nature of authority and the Andalusi
society’s perception of death.

The research draws on authentic Andalusi sources such as al-Mugtabis by
Ibn Hayyan, al-Dhakhira by Ibn Bassam, and Nafh al-Tib by al-Maqqari, in
addition to Eastern sources like al-Mas‘tdi and Ibn Khaldin, along with
works of jurisprudence and hadith addressing the etiquettes of dying. The
study employs the historical-analytical method, based on criticism and
comparison, to interpret the contexts and meanings of these accounts.
Keywords: al-Andalus — Emirs and Caliphs — Deathbed — Political
Legitimacy — Wills.
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