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The Roots of Borrowing the Myth of the Story of Esther and Mordecai in
Judaism from Babylon and Elam: A Critical Perspective

Lect. Husam Al-Deen Mohammed Salman Dawood

Department of Comparative Religions, College of Islamic Sciences, Al-Iraqia University,
Baghdad, Iraq

Abstract

In this research, I address an important religious intellectual issue: the roots of the Judaic
adaptation of the legend of Esther and Mordecai from Babylon and Elam. This topic is of utmost
importance because of the interactions and mutual influences it reveals between divine and non-
heavenly revealed religions. Hence, the importance of this research emerges, as it seeks to
uncover the religious and intellectual roots of one of the distorted Jewish stories, to which an
entire book named after it, "The Book of Esther," was dedicated. I chose this topic because of
its importance in the field of comparative religious studies, and because research on it has not
been addressed—to the best of my knowledge—with the required precision and breadth in
Arabic studies. This makes this work a contribution to clearly and accurately revealing the
nature of this story to Arab intellectuals, readers, and researchers. The goal of the research was
to uncover the truth about the story of "Esther and Mordecai" and its roots. The method I
adopted was analytical, through reading the texts and analyzing the statements to reveal the
extent of the story's mythicity or realism. I also employed the critical approach to examine and
scrutinize the opinions and ideas contained in the critique. In the end, I reached a number of
important conclusions, the most prominent of which are the following: According to recent
critical studies, the character of "Mordecai" mentioned in the story has confirmed the
nonexistence of this character in historical reality. Consequently, they cast doubt on the
character's historicity, as there is no reference outside the Bible to the existence of a real person
named "Mordecai." Furthermore, the details contained in the story of Esther do not at all suggest
any conspiracies, laws that were not repealed, or the rise of Jewish figures to power and
kingship. From this, we conclude that the events of the story do not truly reflect any historical
facts, but rather are a figment of symbolic literary imagination. Therefore, it belongs to the
literary genre of diaspora-based narratives, rather than to the historical record used to support
Jewish identity and nationalism.
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