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The Role of Administrative Police Authorities in Dealing with
Protesters: A Comparative Study

Lect. Hamza Ali Hassoon
College of Law, Dijlah University, Baghdad, Iraq

Abstract

Administrative police authorities play an important role in safeguarding the right of protesters
by ensuring that they are not subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention, discrimination, or
unequal protection under the law; and by protecting individuals from unlawful interference in
their private lives, family affairs, homes, or correspondence. These are universal legal
guarantees designed to protect individuals and groups from government actions that infringe
upon fundamental freedoms and human dignity.

The significance and objectives of this study are highlighted through an examination of the role
of administrative policing in protecting protesters. The researcher aims to clarify the duties and
functions of the police within the framework of domestic legislation, specifically in Iraqi and
Egyptian law, supported by judicial rulings in each matter.

The central question of this research is: What is the right of protesters, and what role do
administrative police authorities play in dealing with protesters under Iraqi, Egyptian, and
Lebanese law? Despite the importance of this issue, there is a noticeable lack of specialized
studies as well as insufficient legislative regulation on the subject. Given the crucial role of
administrative policing in protecting protesters, it is necessary to analyze its different
functions—whether related to public security, public health, public morals, or the exercise of
freedoms that may negatively affect public order, particularly the right to protest. Achieving
this balance between freedom of protest and maintaining public order can only be realized
through legislative prudence. The study also emphasizes how the constitutions of Iraq, Egypt,
and Lebanon affirm the right to protest.

Keywords:

Right of Protesters, Administrative Policing, Protesters, Dealing with Protesters, Peaceful
Demonstration, Protest Procedures.
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