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[ The Big Six Personality Factors Among University Students J

Malak Amjad Maklif

mal23h3001@uoanbar.edu.ig

Dr.Elaf Hamid Musa

ed.elaf.hamid@uoanbar.edu.ig

Abstract

The present study aims to identify the level of the big six
personality factors among students at the University of Anbar,
according to HEXACO model—one of the modern frameworks in
personality psychology. This model comprises six core factors:
Honesty-Humility, Emotionality, Extraversion, Agreeableness,
Conscientiousness, and Openness to Experience. A  descriptive
correlational approach was employed to achieve the study's
objectives. The study sample consisted of 400 male and female
students from various scientific and humanities disciplines, selected
through stratified random sampling. To achieve the research goals,
the researcher translated and adapted the HEXACO model of
personality structure developed by Ashton & Lee (2009). The scale
includes 60 items, with 10 items representing each of the six factors.
The scale was validated through face validity and tested for reliability
using Cronbach's alpha and Pearson’s correlation coefficient.

The study sought to answer two main questions:

1. What is the level of the big six personality factors among

university students?

2. What is the most dominant personality factor among university

students?
Statistical analysis revealed that students scored high on four factors:
Agreeableness, Extraversion, Conscientiousness, and Honesty-
Humility. The Openness to Experience factor was at a moderate
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level, while the Emotionality factor scored the lowest. This indicates a
low level of negative emotional traits such as anxiety and tension
among students. The most prominent factor in the study sample was
Agreeableness, followed by Extraversion and then Conscientiousness,
reflecting a tendency toward positive social interaction and self-
discipline among the students.

The results were interpreted in light of the cultural, social, and
educational characteristics of the university environment and were
compared to previous Arab and international studies. The study
recommends the implementation of counselling and educational
programs aimed at promoting positive personality traits among
university students and emphasizing the importance of utilizing such
research  findings to enhance teaching methods and academic
counseling.

Keywords: The Big Six Personality Factors, HEXACO
personality factors, Agreeableness.
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