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ABSTRACT

Phonetic studies have achieved considerable progress at
present. These studies have made use of phonetic labs and
equipment. Yet, Arabic scholars have already made their
significant contributions in this context based primarily on
their perceptible recognition of sounds articulation and
qualities. Arabic phonetic studies have started in Basra
School undertaken by prominent scholars such as Al-
Khaleel bin Ahmad Al-Faraheedy (died 175 of Hijra) and
his student Sibawaih (died 185 of Hijra) and other famous
scholars of Basra School. Abu Baker Mohammad bin Al-
Hassan bin Duraid Alazdy (died 321 of Hijra) contributed
his phonetic research work which he included in his book
entitled Jamharat al-Lugha (The Population of Language).
lbn Duraid agreed with other Basri scholars such as Al-

Khaleel, Sibawaih and Al-Mubarred on the number
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of Arabic letters- i.e. 29 letters. Yet, he classified these

letters into 22 consonants and 6 labio-dentals. He further
classified consonants into 19 strong sounds and 3 vowels.
He also disagreed with Basri scholars on some articulated
sounds, together with some phonetic terminology and
other phonetic issues.

Key Words: Ibn Duraid - Phonetic Research - Population

of Language - Arabic Letters: their articulation and qualities.
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