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Moral Elevation and its Relation to Psychological
Distance Among University Students

Dheaa Jamal Fadhil ® & Asst. Prof. Bilal Tariq Hussain Alwan @
(PhD)

Abstract

The current research aims to identify:

1- Moral elevation among university students.

2- Psychological distance among university students.

3- The correlational relation between moral elevation and
psychological distance among university students.

The current research adopted a  descriptive  correlational
approach. The main research sample consisted of (400) male and
female undergraduate students at Anbar University.

To achieve the research objectives, two tools were used: the
moral elevation scale, which the researcher developed based on Haidt
(2009). The scale consists of (20) items in the form of declarative
statements, and each item includes five response alternatives (strongly
agree, agree to some extent, unsure, disagree, strongly disagree). As
for the psychological distance scale, the researcher adopted the scale
by Sally Ayesh Ashour (2021) for psychological distance, which was
developed according to the construal-level theory of psychological
distance by Liberman & Trope (2010). The scale consists of (45)
items to measure psychological distance, which is composed of five
main dimensions:  spatial distance, social distance, temporal distance,
hypothetical distance, and academic distance. The response to the
scale items has five alternatives: always, often, sometimes, rarely,
never. The researchers extracted three types of validity for the scales:
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face validity, construct validity, and factorial validity. Reliability was
also extracted using two methods: test-retest and Cronbach's alpha
using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The
research results concluded:

1- University students are characterized by a good level of moral
elevation.

2- University students are characterized by a good level of
psychological distance.

3- There is a statistically significant positive correlation between
moral elevation and psychological distance, meaning that the higher
the level of moral elevation in university students, the more it helps
them increase their psychological distance to a high degree.

Keywords: Moral Elevation, Psychological Distance, University
Students.
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