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Abstract

This study explores the aesthetics of the
artistic image of the Prophets’ stories
between the Qur’anic text and Islamic
miniatures. It seeks to answer the central
question: What is the aesthetic value of
these stories as represented in the Qur’anicC
text and in Islamic miniature painting?
The research highlights the significance of
linking rhetorical aesthetics in the Qur’an
with visual aesthetics in Islamic art, aiming
to assess the Muslim artist’s perception of
Qur’anic narratives and his ability to depict
them visually. The study focuses on
Islamic miniature painting from the
fifteenth to the sixteenth centuries,
particularly manuscripts illustrating the
stories of the Prophets, as documented in
scholarly references and digital archives.
The theoretical framework discusses
rhetorical devices—such as metaphor,
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simile,  allegory, metonymy, and
imagination—alongside the principles and
characteristics of the artistic image in
Islamic miniatures. The corpus included 19
Qur’anic stories related to 12 Prophets,
with 40 miniatures, from which a random
sample was analyzed using the descriptive
method and content analysis.
Findings revealed that metonymy played a
central role in shaping rhetorical imagery
in the Qur’anic text, while Islamic
miniatures relied mainly on formal and
psychological elements to enhance their
artistic expression. The study concludes
that both rhetorical and visual images share
a common source of content, representing
two aesthetic interpretations of the same
narrative through different creative media.

Keywords:Stories of the Prophets, Islamic
Miniatures, Aesthetics, Artistic Image,
Islamic Painting, Islamic Manuscripts.
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